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1 Reason for Contribution

The Architecture Group is currently completing the “OMA Service Environment” (OSE) document. This document should be submitted for TP approval in the next few weeks.

A discussion has started in the mailing list about the normative/informative status of this document, and even about we should consider it as a specification or an architecture document.

This contribution proposes giving a normative status to one section of the OSE.
2 Summary of Contribution

This is a proposal for a normative content in the OSE document. The normative content would be the section 3.2 of OMA-ARC-2004-0141R1, with one modified sentence.
3 Detailed Proposal

The OSE scope states that “the primary intention of the OSE is to promote a common structure and rule set across the whole of OMA for how OMA Enablers are specified and how they interact with one another whilst ensuring architecture integrity, scalability and interoperability”.

The way to achieve this goal is to homogenize the various OMA Architecture Documents, by requiring the OMA working groups to comply with the OSE. This role is partially described in the OMA process:
(Section 13.1.2.4.1 of OMA Organization and Processes 1.1.2)

 “The Architecture Document (AD) SHALL define the detailed architecture for the enabler or specification. The AD SHALL be consistent with any overall OMA architecture”.
The OSE document is precisely the overall OMA architecture mentioned there.

the OSE document must contain the information that will indicate the OMA Working Groups how to produce an AD that is compliant with the OSE document. This information must appear clearly in one dedicated section. 

Consequently this contribution makes the following proposals:
a) we propose section 3.2 from OMA-ARC-2004-0141R1 to be the normative section of the OSE
b) we propose the replacement of the following sentence (end of the first paragraph of section 3.2):
“Enabler specifications must specify how to interface to (i.e., invoke) the enabler’s functions.  “


by:

“An Enabler Architecture Document MUST describe an existing I0 interface that will be used to interface to (i.e., invoke) the enabler’s functions. The Enabler’s specifications MUST specify the Enabler’s I0 interface.
Enablers MUST assume that non-intrinsic functions are delegated to appropriate enablers through the I0 interfaces they expose.

An Enabler Architecture Document MUST describe which other Enablers' I0 interfaces it will invoke to perform non-intrinsic functions."
c) This section must be a normative one.
The new “3.2 section”, with these changes having been applied, becomes:

3.2 Implications on Enabler Specification Writers (normative)
OMA principles and the Architecture RD state that enabler specifications should reuse existing specifications when possible.  This approach includes reuse of existing OMA enabler specifications whenever possible (e.g., re-use of presence and group management enablers by the PoC enabler). 

An Enabler Architecture Document MUST describe an existing I0 interface that will be used to interface to (i.e., invoke) the enabler’s functions. The Enabler’s specifications MUST specify the Enabler’s I0 interface.

Enablers MUST assume that non-intrinsic functions are delegated to appropriate enablers through the I0 interfaces they expose.

An Enabler Architecture Document MUST describe which other Enablers' I0 interfaces it will invoke to perform non-intrinsic functions."

Any requirements or features that are not intrinsic to an enabler should not be specified within the enabler's specification.  An enabler's specification should only specify the intrinsic functionality required to fulfil its actual function. 

For example, some enablers require having an identifier for the requesting entity. The requirement to perform the enabler's function is actually that there be a way to distinguish one requestor from another, not actually that the requestor's identity be verified using any particular mechanism (e.g., password, certificate, biometrics).  The need to authenticate the requestor is a policy statement under the control of a service provider, not actually required to perform the function of the enabler. Therefore the authentication process is outside the scope of the enabler specification, either implemented as a value-add by the enabler implementation or left to the policy enforcer enabler.  

.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Include 3.2 section of OMA-ARC-2004-0141R1 into the OSE with the modification proposed above, and make this section the normative section of the OSE.
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