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1 Reason for Change

WGs use different principles when constructing the Architecture diagrams.  By agreeing on some further guidelines, we can make it easier for readers to more quickly understand enablers and make use of them.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

Backward compatibility is not affected.
3 Impact on Other Specifications

New ADs should apply the latest version of the AD Best Practices.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

ARC should agree on the detailed change proposal to the ADBP.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

6.1 Architecture Documents and the AD Template

Some recommendations regarding the creation and maintenance of OMA’s architecture documents are:

· Always begin with the latest AD template at [TEMPLATES]

· Sections designated as Normative should not contain any Informative subsections

· All interfaces and/or reference points that will be standardized in the follow-on specification(s) must be identified and described in the architecture document. See also the section Frequently Asked Questions.

· Interfaces and message/sequence flows should be shown or documented at a high level so a reader can understand the general functionality. Detailed interface definitions (e.g. the data type of an interface’s parameter) should not be included in an architecture document. Likewise, message/sequence flows should cover high level exchanges between components and not detailed options.

· An architecture document must not contain detailed technical information that is better suited for a technical specification.

· Working Groups should consult [ARCH-REVIEW] for a description of the formal and informal AD review process. The Architecture Working Group encourages early and relatively frequent informal reviews.

6.2 Architecture Diagrams

The old adage “Pictures are worth a 1,000 words.” is true in many contexts but often fails when applied to architectural diagrams and figures. There are many reasons diagrams fail to be clear and unambiguous especially for a wide international audience including: un-stated and undocumented assumptions, cultural biases (particularly colors), relative size of elements may or may not matter, etc.

A well-designed diagram can be useful to illustrate an enabler’s components and their relationships. However, an ambiguous diagram can lead to confusion as illustrated in the following dialogue about a diagram that should be avoided:


Question: I don’t understand the information flow in Diagram 1.


Response: There is no significant meaning to the arrows between the boxes. 

Some general recommendations regarding architecture diagrams are:

· All of the diagrams’ components (e.g. elements, relations, arcs, etc.) must be identified and defined in the document’s text

· If a diagram’s usage of colors and/or size is significant, the significance must be documented

· Implied assumptions relevant for an unambiguous understanding of a diagram must be documented

· Diagrams should include a key or legend to identify the diagram’s various components
· The AD should contain the enabler level picture. This enabler-level picture will be in the normative part of the AD. The AD may also contain the more detailed picture. If present, the more detailed picture will also be in the normative part of the AD. The term enabler-level picture means that the internal component decomposition of another Enabler being used, beyond the interface termination point, should not be shown in the picture.
Additional considerations
· Specify the components and the interfaces exposed by and specified by the enabler. i.e. the Enabler can only define the I0 interfaces.
· An Enabler A cannot specify interfaces for another Enabler B that it uses or relies on. Such interfaces would be a function (interface) that would be provided by Enabler B. Enabler A could specify how it uses the interfaces of Enabler B, or how it uses I2 interfaces.
· 
· 
· If there are no specified or used interfaces from Components/Enabler to an external Component/Enabler then the latter should not be shown in any normative architecture picture, or included in the interface section. Any interfaces and components that are not part of the normative sections can be shown in an informative section.
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