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Dear Musa,

My thanks for the OMA ARC response dated 5th February 2009. It would appear that both organizations (GSMA Access group and ARC) are in a position to provide complementary parts of a network API initiative that can benefit developers, operators and vendors.

As suggested in the response, GSMA can concentrate on 

· developer outreach, to gather requirements and feedback;  

· ensuring that operator sandbox implementations are integrated to a Reference Implementation

· agree on a commonly supported AAA

· the non-technical interoperability: business models, sign-up terms, payments reconciliation etc.

· gaining operator uptake to implement the APIs  

It is very encouraging to hear that ARC has started a RESTful WI, and we would be pleased to contribute use cases, developer feedback and suggestions to this and to the Parlay X specifications.

I agree that we must highlight that the beta specifications on the Reference Implementation (oneapi.aepona.com) are not standards, and to explain to developers that we look to OMA to provide the standards track, with OneAPI providing input based on implementation feedback.

For the specific actions requested:

“The GSMA (3rd Party access) is kindly requested to:

1. participate in the development of RESTful bindings specification in OMA; 

2. share any requirements, distillations and/or analysis on 3rd party access to network capabilities as input to the OMA ARC WG at the stage when GSMA (3rd Party access Project) finds this convenient; 

3. careful consider how to make their work public, as OMA ARC believes it is crucial that a unified message be made to the industry on this topic – it should be made clear, that the work done in GSMA is not in competition with work done in the OMA;

4. discuss and share with OMA ARC about best practices on making material on this topic available outside our respective organisation, preferably through a joint meeting.”

…we agree that these points are vital to ensure joint success, and as such we should arrange a joint meeting. We will propose a meeting date following the tollgate approval for the next phase of the Access project (April TBC).

My thanks for your support in the ACCESS project so far, and I look forward to continued engagement between OMA and GSMA.

Kind regards

Kevin

Kevin Smith, Project Leader GSMA 3rd Party Access

Vodafone R&D

kevin.smith@vodafone.com 
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