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1 Reason for Contribution

Action point MCC-2005-A153
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution aims at clarifying when and who should use the 3GPP/2 Charging in OMA Technical Specification.
3 Detailed Proposal

1. Scope
This Technical Specification (TS) identifies a set of capabilities within the Online Charging System (OCS) and Offline Charging as defined by 3GPP and 3GPP2 that can be utilized for the OMA service enabler implementations.  

The scope of the 3GPP/3GPP2 Charging in OMA TS is to show, for OMA enablers, how they should use 3GPP/3GPP2 Charging and how they should interface with OCS and Offline Charging in a consistent way.

This TS describes how OMA service enabler implementations interface with an underlying Charging Infrastructure as specified by 3GPP/3GPP2 in order to ensure interoperability. This Technical Specification is intended to all OMA service enabler implementations that interface directly to a 3GPP/3GPP2 Charging Infrastructure, for example OMA Charging Enabler implementations which intend to provide support for 3GPP/3GPP2 charging or any other OMA service enabler implementation that is directly using the capabilities of a 3GPP/3GPP2 infrastructure for charging. Specifically, any OMA service enabler implementation that only uses the general-purpose charging interfaces CH-1, CH-2 and CH-3 for its charging needs does NOT need to be aware of the details of this TS. From its perspective, the specifics of the 3GPP/3GPP2 based deployment of charging are invisible.
2. Introduction

The 3GPP/2 charging have been developed based on the widespread technical know-how of the cellular industry and internet technology to enable the realization of online and offline charging in a mobile environment. Diameter with extensions used for charging and are specified in IETF, but in general this document does not refer to IETF specifications directly, only to 3GPP/2 specifications. 

This TS describes the use of Diameter and the 3GPP/2 charging architecture in such a way as to ensure that service enablers that use charging are developed in an interoperable and consistent manner.

It is important to note that OMA and the mobile communications industry in general gain advantage from the exploitation of the existing charging infrastructure. Among these benefits are:

· The service definition process within OMA is facilitated and accelerated 

· Continuity of the specification process from 3GPP/2 can be maintained.

· Duplication of work between OMA and 3GPP/2 can be avoided. 

· Improved communication and information sharing can be achieved between OMA and 3GPP/2 when the terms, definitions and concepts are the same.

· Maximised reuse of charging infrastructure and network mechanisms can be made to protect the investments and efforts of the cellular industry and to reduce additional costs by leveraging current investments

The charging architecture provides a solution for charging in 3GPP and 3GPP2 networks. However, these specific solutions can be addressed in other methods depending on the specific needs of the Infrastructure Provider. The decision of the Infrastructure Priveder to meet their needs outside of 3GPP and 3GPP2 charging specific solution shall not prevent the Infrastructure Provider from utilizing OMA developed service enablers that utilise the same protocols. When developing OMA service enablers it can be assumed that the underlying network provides the same functionality as 3GPP and 3GPP2 charging. Further, OMA may work on service enablers that take advantage of 3GPP and 3GPP2 charging.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

To agree to the proposed changes.
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