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Introduction

The Parlay Group (www.parlay.org) is an open industry consortium whose objective is the development of open standard APIs and Web services that bridge the gap between Telecommunications networks and enterprise and IT domains, in order to enable innovation, service creation and new approaches for service delivery. In collaboration with specification partners including 3GPP and ETSI, the Parlay Group has produced the Parlay APIs, a set of technology independent functionally rich interfaces for a broad range of Telecommunications enablers including Call Control, Messaging, Location, Presence, Policy, Charging etc., and a set of simple abstracted Telecom Web Services, Parlay X.

In all aspects of the activities that the Parlay Group has undertaken, the working groups have sought to only specify where necessary, and to reference or adopt industry best practice when available, and to use collaboration and liaison to prevent overlapping or conflicting activities or results. Demonstration of Parlay’s productivity in this area can be seen most notably through the joint development and specification of the Parlay and Parlay X specifications with 3GPP and ETSI, but also through liaison and reference to other activities including those of OMA Web Services and OMA Architecture working groups, and in particular when specifying the Parlay and Parlay X Web Services, the recommendations of OASIS, W3C, and WS-I.

Parlay member companies have identified a market demand for further clarification on the framework for using Web Services that support telecommunications enablers within a Telecom Web Service solution. As such, the Parlay Group believes that the following activities should be performed;

· Leveraging of industry strandards for best practices regarding a Web Services framework as outlined by amongst others; OMA (OWSER), OASIS, W3C and WS-I, and determine how this may be related to the specific needs of the Telecommunications domain.

· Where necessary correct and update the Parlay-X Web Service specifications as specified by The Parlay Group in order to align with and take advantage of the pertinent recommendations (as determined in the previous bullet).

· Liaise with all interested and related bodies to ensure a common and consistent approach, maximizing reuse, avoiding duplication, and ensuring applicability to Telecom Web Services for current and future needs (e.g. Parlay X).

· Investigate the best means to progress the above activities.

The Parlay Group anticipates a significant level of effort and contribution to be necessary in order to complete this task, however it also recognizes the pressing need to establish firm guidelines and direction in order that this task can successfully address market demands. Further, The Parlay Group understands that feedback and collaboration with other industry groups is both valuable and necessary in order to achieve its objectives in this area, and therefore identifying the most suitable standardization bodies with a shared interest in this matter is necessary.

Requested Action

The Parlay Group hereby requests an opportunity to present and discuss further plans for the advancement of Telecom Web Services technical work. Whether through presentation to a regular scheduled meeting or facilitated through a breakout or special interest session, the Parlay Group wishes to outline the scope and nature of the work that its membership has identified as important to introduce into the standardization process, specifically to consider the division of work in order to ensure that this work is progressed as rapidly as possible.

The Parlay Group requests that the offer to present on the Parlay Group’s plans for Telecom Web Services be duly considered, and furthermore requests that a reply confirming whether such a presentation is required, and to which meeting, be provided to the Parlay Group as soon as is practicable.

Conclusion

The Parlay Group wishes to thank the OMA and the OMA Architecture (ARC), Messaging (MWG), Charging (MCC) and Device Management (DM) working groups for their kind consideration of this liaison. Furthermore the Parlay Group looks forward to a continued dialogue and cooperation on these matters.



