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1 Reason for Change

Issue COM-7 of the current REST issues document (OMA-ARC-REST-2009-0065) requests that the Common TS be updated to specify which representations i.e. XML, JSON and application/x-www-form-urlencoded, servers must provide if they support an enabler. 

This CR proposes changes to the Common TS to reflect this. It proposes that a server, which supports an enabler must support at least one of the representations, i.e. XML, JSON or form-urlencoded (if the latter has been specified). 
The phrasing of COM-7 implies that all of the representations must be supported by the server. However, it would not make sense to force servers to provide all representations of an enabler. Server providers may wish to support all representations of an enabler but that is a decision for the provider - it should not be a prerequisite that they support all representations. A server can publish which representation(s) it supports in the normal manner, e.g. wiki, web page, etc, and can respond with a 406 Not Acceptable error code if a requested representation is not supported. 
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

n/a

3 Impact on Other Specifications

n/a

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Update the Common TS to reflect the changes defined below. 

6 Detailed Change Proposal

5.1 Use of REST Guidelines

Representational State Transfer (REST) is an architectural style for defining distributed systems. Entities in these systems communicate using the interfaces they expose. As there is no common understanding in the industry what a REST interface should look like, for the purpose of REST API specifcation development for the ParlayREST Enabler, guidelines for defining REST bindings for Parlay X have been collected in [REST_WP]. These guidelines include general key principles that are used in mapping the Parlay X SOAP bindings to REST bindings.
5.1.1 Unsupported Formats
Servers must return a 406 Not Acceptable error if a message body format (e.g. XML or JSON) requested by the application is not supported [RFC2616]. 
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