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1 Reason for Contribution

During the OMA SEC SCT ad hoc meeting in Munich (23. – 24. Nov), the impacts of relative URIs in HTML web pages were discussed. There was no clear view on the standard behaviour of requesting clients and the possible impacts of relative addresses on the specification of the terminal – SCWS interface.
The present documents aims to clarify the situation.
2 Analysis of existing Specifications
HTML pages may contain relative URIs.
Example

<!doctype html public "-//IETF//DTD HTML//EN">

      <HTML><HEAD>

      <TITLE>An example HTML document</TITLE>

      <BASE href="http://www.ics.uci.edu/Test/a/b/c">

      </HEAD><BODY>

      ... <A href="../x">a hypertext anchor</A> ...

      </BODY></HTML>

However, according to chapter 5. of RFC 2616 (HTTP 1.1), the Request-URI in the HTTP request from a client to the SCWS can only contain an absoluteURI, abs_path or an authority:

Request-Line   = Method SP Request-URI SP HTTP-Version CRLF

Request-URI    = "*" | absoluteURI | abs_path | authority

· The asterisk "*" means that the request does not apply to a particular resource, but to the server itself, and is only allowed when the method used does not necessarily apply to a resource.

· The absoluteURI form is REQUIRED when the request is being made to a proxy.

Please refer to chapter 5.1.2. “Request-URI” of RFC 2616 for further details. This means a requesting entity must be able to resolve relative URIs according to RFC 2396 (see chapter 5.2):
· Base URI within Document Content
· Base URI from the Encapsulating Entity
· Base URI from the Retrieval URI
· Default Base URI

3 Example
System configuration: Microsoft IE V6, Xitami Web Server.

The index.html page contains an anchor (hyperlink) with the relative URI:
<a href=”./test/page.html”>

Then the Microsoft IE builds the following absolute HTTP request from the relative reference when the hyperlink is selected:

GET /html/test/page.html HTTP/1.1

[...]
Referer: http://localhost/html/index.html

Host: localhost

This means the client processes relative paths of given HTML pages and builds an absolute path in order to construct a RFC compliant HTTP request.
4 Conclusion
The OMA SEC SCT group does not need to consider aspects of relative paths / addresses for the specification of the terminal – SCWS interface.
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