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1 Reason for Contribution

This INP suggests a simplification in the area of Common definitions.
2 Summary of Contribution
This INP suggests to remove API-specific definitions from TS Common even though they are used by 2 or more APIs. It is suggested to keep only truly generic definitions in TS Common.
3 Detailed Proposal

So far, there is a rule that a definition that is originating from (or related to) to a particular API needs to be put into TS Common rather than into the individual API TS if it is used in two or more APIs.
The issue

This rule is problematic for the following reasons:

1) In case there is a set of API work items in the future that happens to produce a data structure which is needed by two of the APIs, it will be necessary to open during the work the Common TS for changes, possibly by creating a new WID, and re-publishing Common.

2) Same may happen if a new WID decides during the TS work to re-use a data structure that has been defined by another API and which is native to that API. As it is now used by two APIs, the rule commands to re-open that WID where the data structure is defined, plus TS Common, and move the structure. 

3) It is not really natural to fill up TS Common with data structures for re-use which originate from different topic-specific APIs

Proposal
It is therefore suggested that going forward, only truly “common” definitions (i.e. those that are 

· orthogonal to the feature set proposed by a particular API, such as “ChargingInformation” (c.f. the “P” in “I0+P”)

· generic (i.e. are needed in almost all APIs such as “Link”, “ServiceException”)

· abstract (i.e. provide a framework for functionality that is further specialized by a many of the specific APIs – no example yet, a prototype for a future general Notification format could be an example for this)

Work to do

To implement this, it is suggested to remove the ThirdPartyCall specific definitions from TS Common and put them into TS ThirdPartyCall. Should it be necessary to reference them, one simply references ThirdPartyCall.

The changes involve the TSs and XSDs for 3PC and Common. No effects on CN and AC are foreseen but this will be verified as part of the work.

It is also suggested to change the following statement in section 6.2:

6.2 Common data types
This section defines data types which are of general nature for the RESTful Network APIs.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

ARC-REST is kindly requested to agree the proposal, such that CRs against TSs and XSDs of 3PC and Common can follow. 
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