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1 Reason for Change

This CR proposes text specifying the handling of xsi:type during XML -> JSON conversion.
In Bangkok, ARC has discussed the related issue [1] and has assigned an action (REST-NetAPI-2013-A017) to solve it.

This CR proposes a resolution for TS Common. There is a related CR for TS NotificationChannel.

[1]
http://member.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/ARCH/REST-NetAPI/2013/OMA-ARC-REST-NetAPI-2013-0056-INP_xsi_type_conversion_to_JSON.zip
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None
3 Impact on Other Specifications

None
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification. This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches. This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn. Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration. These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

ARC is requested to agree the CR.
6 Detailed Change Proposal
4.1.2 Serialization rules: Instance-based JSON generation

Specifications of RESTful Network APIs MAY include XML schema files defining the data structures used by that API, for its direct usage in XML format. The following are rules for mapping between XML instances and JSON data formats:
a. XML elements that appear at the same XML hierarchical level (i.e. either root elements or within the same XML parent element), are mapped to a set of name:value pairs within a JSON object, as follows:

(i) Each XML element appearing only once at the same hierarchical level (“single element”) is mapped to an individual name:value pair. The name is formed according to bullet b, while the value is formed according to bullet c.
(ii) XML elements appearing more than once at the same hierarchical level (“element list”) are mapped to only one, individual name:value pair. The name is formed according to bullet b, while the value is a JSON array containing one value per each occurrence of the XML element. The name is formed according to bullet b whilst values are formed according to bullet c.
(iii) Name and Value of JSON objects will go between “”. Additionally, any JSON representation of an element of complex type will go between {}, according to [RFC4627].
b. The name of the name:value pair is the name of the XML elements (i.e. XML_element_name:value) 

c. The value is formed as follows:

(i) when the XML element has neither attributes nor child XML elements, the value is equal to the value of the XML element. In case the element is nill (i.e it has no value), it will be indicated as having a “null” value within JSON.

(ii) when the XML element has child elements and/or attributes, the value is a JSON object containing the following name:value pairs:

· one name:value pair per each attribute, where name is the name of the attribute and value is the value of the attribute.

· one name:value pair associated to the text value (simple type content) of the XML element, where name is the string “$t” and value is the value of the XML element.

· name:value pairs associated to XML child elements. These name:value pairs are formed in accordance with bullet a.

Within JSON, there is no need to reflect:

· the first <?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" ?> tag

· declaration of namespaces or schemaLocations
· the “xml:space” attribute and its value.

If the XML instance contains an xsi:type attribute, the handling depends on the actual API. The “xsi:type” attribute is used to realize polymorphism in XML instances; it signals the actual type of an instance. Such information may or may not be needed in the JSON representation. Individual API specification will state whether the “xsi:type” attribute is included (default) or excluded. If the attribute is included, it is handled during the conversion the same way as any other attribute (note that the “xsi:” namespace prefix is removed like any other namespace prefix).

If the content of an element is embedded in a CDATA wrapper, that wrapper SHALL be removed before applying the XML-to-JSON conversion to that element.

In order to generate unambiguous JSON from XML instances, based on the rules defined above, the following limitations need to be imposed on the XML data structures:

· it is not allowed that two different elements from different namespaces have the same name, in case they appear at the same level

· within an XML parent element, no attribute is allowed to have the same name as a child element of this parent element.

Note: The instance-based approach to JSON generation defined by the rules above has been used to generate the JSON examples from the XML examples in the Technical Specifications of the OMA RESTful Network APIs. 
Note: The instance-based JSON generation represents a pipe-based approach of data format transformation without any side information. As no side information is available, this approach is not able to take structural information into account. The most visible artifact of this is the fact that an array with one element is represented using the same syntax as for representing a scalar value.
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