[image: image1.emf] 


Open IPTV Forum support office address

650 Route des Lucioles - Sophia Antipolis

Valbonne - FRANCE

Tel.: +33 4 92 94 43 92
Fax: +33 4 92 94 43 42

Email: contact@openiptvforum.org


April 3rd, 2008

Liaison letter

Response to your liaison on “Status of IPTV standard in Open IPTV Forum”

To: 

OMA BCAST (Mobile Broadcast Services) Working Group
Sungoh Hwang, OMA BCAST WG Chairman, Samsung Electronics, sungoh@samsung.com
OMA-LIAISON@mail.openmobilealliance.org
Open IPTV Forum contacts: 

Nilo Mitra, Architecture Working Group Chairman, nilo.mitra@ericsson.com
Juergen Heiles, Standardization Coordination Ad-hoc Leader, Juergen.heiles@nsn.com
The Open IPTV Forum would like to thank OMA BCAST for the information provided on extending the BCAST specifications for usage in a fixed network environment, as well as opportunities towards a harmonized IP centric service layer and/or architecture.
In our letter for information from January 15th we provided general information about the scope and activities of the Open IPTV Forum. In particular that the Release 1 specifications of the Forum will focus on IPTV services delivered over a fixed network environment. The Release 1 requirements and architecture specifications are publicly available at http://www.openiptvforum.org/downloads.html. The technical specifications are due to be published in August this year.
For Release 2 of the Forum’s specification, additional use cases are being discussed in the area of “Converged TV”, where the IPTV experience is enhanced by providing additional service consumption on mobile devices and through the additional personalization and interactivity available via mobile devices.
Concerning your specific questions we can provide the following answers:
a)
Any use cases and/or business requirements relevant to IPTV services that include mobile broadcast?

The Service and Platform Requirements for Release 2 are currently under development. We will provide you with this document as soon as a stable version is available.
b)
Any architecture and/or protocols which might form the basis towards converged IPTV services (both unicast and broadcast) delivered over fixed and mobile networks?

Work on Release 2 architecture and technical specifications has not started yet. However the Release 1 architecture and specifications will be the baseline for the Release 2 work. We will keep you informed about our progress in these areas.
Please also note that work in the Open IPTV Forum on managed networks is based on IMS as standardized by 3GPP. As such, it is an architecture targeted for both fixed broadband and mobile accesses and it is expected that many of the concepts and protocols defined can easily be reused for mobile networks.

c)
Any considerations for supporting the unique characteristics of mobile devices?
In the requirements work, this is only considered at a very high level. The requirements have taken into account the characteristics of a generic UE, but, as such, there is no specific work on the unique characteristics of mobile devices. As mentioned earlier, mobile devices are addressed in the Forum’s Release 2 from the perspective of additional devices to provide additional means for service consumption, interactivity and personalization to enhance the IPTV experience.

In general we would like to further cooperate with you and exchange information on these matters. We assume that such information shall be treated in a confidential way if needed and will only be available to members. Please let us know if any formal agreement is needed in order to initiate such a relationship.
Point of contact from our side for technical issues is Nilo Mitra (nilo.mitra@ericsson.com), the chair of the Architecture working group.
Point of contact for any procedural issues is Juergen Heiles (juergen.heiles@nsn.com), the chair of the standardization ad-hoc.
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