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June 1st, 2008
To:
Sungoh Hwang, BCAST WG Chair, OMA
Subject: NWG Response to OMA 
BCAST LS-283
The WiMAX Forum NWG would like to thank the OMA BCAST WG for the liaison letter OMA LS-283 dated February 14th 2008 informing NWG about the OMA BCAST 1.0 application layer service enabler that defines a framework for end-to-end mobile broadcast services delivery over any IP-based broadcast distribution system. 
Multicast Broadcast Services (MCBCS) over WiMAX is being addressed as a Release 1.5 work item in NWG. NWG is currently developing the MCBCS Stage 2 specification with a goal of completing Stages 2 and 3 by the end of 2008. Some NWG member companies have proposed OMA BCAST as a solution for consideration and it is under discussion in the MCBCS team of NWG. However, no decisions have been made to date. NWG shall inform the OMA BCAST WG as soon as solution(s) are approved by NWG in the second half of 2008.

Please also note the following responses to the questions listed in LS-283.

OMA BCAST Q1:  What WiMAX specification release(s) and profiles exist? 
NWG is concurrently working on new Release 1.5 work items and maintenance on Release 1. None of the Release 1.5 specifications have yet been approved by the WiMAX Forum for external publication. NWG has published v1.2 of Release 1 and plans to publish v1.3 of Release 1 by the end of July. All WiMAX Forum externally published specifications are accessible at http://www.wimaxforum.org/technology/documents/.
OMA BCAST Q2:   What delivery modes exist in those specifications or releases (unicast, multicast, broadcast)? 
NWG Release 1 supports unicast data delivery. As mentioned above, NWG is addressing broadcast/multicast delivery over WiMAX as part of the MCBCS work item in Release 1.5.
OMA BCAST Q3:  What is their status, and if they are not completed, what is the current schedule for completion?
The Release 1.5 MCBCS specification is slated for completion by the end of 2008.
OMA BCAST Q4:  Whether there is any equivalent in WiMAX to the functions provided by BCAST 1.0? If so, which technologies are used?
NWG’s published specifications do not have any functions equivalent to BCAST 1.0. However, as mentioned above, the MCBCS team is tasked to specify this capability. We can share details with the OMA BCAST WG as soon as they are ratified in NWG in the second half of 2008.

We look forward to continuing the collaboration between our organizations.

Best Regards,
NWG Officers:

Prakash Iyer, Chair, NWG

Max Riegel, Co-Chair, NWG

Yong Chang, Co-Chair, NWG
cc: Tricci So, MCBCS Lead, NWG
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