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DEVELOPERS INTEREST GROUP Charter
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FEBRUARY 3, 2003

1. Description and Goals

The current structure of the OMA is generally organized around a collection of technical working groups, each focused on a particular technology area.  Many of these working groups define OMA constructs or entities that eventually will be utilized by OMA software developers to create and deploy applications.  Such applications may reside in the operator space, the infrastructure space or the terminal space.  However, there does not exist a group within OMA that represents the interests of OMA software developers.  In order to write applications, software developers need a group within OMA to express their requirements into OMA.  This will facilitate the creation of innovative OMA applications and services.

The Developers Interest Group (or DIG) has three primary goals.  First, the DIG, operating under the OMA Technical Plenary, collects and publishes information that is relevant to developers. Second, the DIG provides a conduit for the OMA software developers to articulate and specify their needs back into the OMA.  Third, the DIG identifies possible missing and inconsistent developer interfaces and makes recommendations for additional and/or enhanced developer interfaces based on these findings.

To achieve these goals the DIG coordinates with other OMA working groups, to collect and analyse the developer interfaces that are generated by these groups.  In addition, the DIG provides recommendations to the OMA Technical Plenary.  Any output of the DIG to the Technical Plenary must have joint approval from an appropriate OMA working group.  This may require, on a periodic basis, joint sessions of the DIG with other working groups.  For example, if a specific developer interface has an impact and/or relationship to OMA architecture, then the Architecture Working Group would need to jointly approve this work.









2. Scope

The scope of the Developers Interest Group is OMA developers interfaces as a whole, including evolution, integration, and maintenance of developer interfaces and ensuring that the deliverables of developer interfaces from the various technical working groups conform to the needs of OMA software developers. 

Main objectives and activities within the scope of the Developers Interest Group are:

· Ensure that developer interfaces between all elements of the OMA architecture are open and will operate in a multi-vendor environment.

· ·Develop, publish and build consensus around a set of developer principles and interfaces for OMA developers.

· ·Provide guidance to software developers for implementing on various OMA-based platforms. 

· ·Provide a conduit for the OMA software developers to articulate and specify their needs back into the OMA. 

· ·Identifies possible missing and inconsistent developer interfaces and makes recommendations for additional and/or enhanced developer interfaces based on these findings.

· Requires joint approval from an appropriate OMA working group for all documents going forward to the Technical Plenary.
The actual specification work and the evaluation of technologies are beyond the scope of the Developers Interest Group

3. Criteria for Success

The success of the OMA Developers Interest Group is measured by:

· The ability of OMA developer interfaces to evolve with/into OMA applications.    

· The ability of the DIG to process, generate and direct input from developers back to the OMA.

· The number of materials that other working groups jointly approve.

4. Duration

The Developers Interest Group is an essential part of the OMA working structure and its duration is the same as the duration of the OMA itself. The charter of the Developers Interest Group is reviewed and updated annually or as required.

5. Schedule and Deliverables

The schedule and deliverables will be determined by the Developers Interest Group and submitted to the TP for approval.

6. Resource Requirements

The Developers Interest Group is a coordination and information sharing group by nature. Therefore, majority of OMA members participates at the meetings. OMA staff assistance is required for arranging meetings and providing OMA members with access to the OMA’s web sites, FTP sites, and mailing lists.  The governance of the Developers Interest Group shall be performed in accordance with OMA due process.

7. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

The activity related to the Developers Interest Group is specific to OMA; therefore, there is no overlap with external organizations.  The Developers Interest Group may form liaisons with external developers groups if deeded necessary.  Such requests will be processed in accordance with OMA rules and guidelines.

8. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

The Developers Interest Group reports directly to the Technical Plenary.  The Developers Interest Group also coordinates with all other OMA working groups.   Any document that is directed to the Technical Plenary must be jointly approved by at least one OMA working group.

9. Dependencies to OMA Specifications

The deliverables of the Developers Interest Group are dependent on use cases, requirements and interfaces as provided by all the groups that report to the Technical Plenary.

10. Meetings and Communication

The Developers Interest Group meetings are arranged during the OMA meetings.  Intermediate meetings can be arranged between the OMA meetings when needed. The Developers Interest Group uses a mailing list, which is archived, for communication. The Developers Interest Group maintains a web page on the OMA web site. The Developers Interest Group also use teleconferences as a tool to progress work between regularly scheduled meetings.

11. Membership

The Developers Interest Group is open to all OMA Sponsor, Full, Associate and Supporter member companies.

Champions:

Borland

Cingular

Motorola

Panasonic

Sun Microsystems
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