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ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 (MPEG) would like to inform you of the progress of our work on delivery of multimedia over HTTP, which we have named ‘DASH’ (Dynamic Adaptive Streaming over HTTP).

We issued DASH’s Draft International Standard (DIS) at our 95th meeting in Daegu. Our schedule is aligned with our understanding of industry needs, and we intend to reach the final approval stage in July 2011.

The copies of DASH DIS and amendment to ISO Base Media File Format Standard related to this work are available here:
SC 29 N 11867

http://www.itscj.ipsj.or.jp/sc29/open/29view/29n11867c.htm
SC 29 N 11873

http://www.itscj.ipsj.or.jp/sc29/open/29view/29n11873c.htm
We would like to draw your attention to content protection signaling capabilities of DASH specification. In this specification, the client acquires a Media Presentation Description (MPD), which describes, among other things a number of alternative representations. Clients choose among the representations based on their capabilities, their users’ needs and the characteristics of their network connection. The MPD includes description of the media formats to enable these choices. 
One declaration that may be made about a representation is “this media is protected by a content protection scheme”. In order to be neutral to media formats, this MPD declaration takes the form of the name of the protection system, as a URI, and any parameters needed (as defined by the protection system). The URI, which may be a URN, is simply a ‘label’ and there is no requirement or even expectation that it be fetched. Even in the case a URL is used, it might point at the specification of the protection system, or a place where it might be found. 
For more details, please see section 5, and the examples in the related annex, of the attached DIS.  Until such a URI is defined for a given protection system, it would not be possible to use it in the DASH context. We also have defined an automated mapping from identifiers used in ISO Based Media Format files and MPEG2-TS, into URNs. Alternatively, your organization can define a URI for declaration of your content protection scheme and any required parameters.
We welcome any input you have on this work, either through liaison input, or by encouraging your experts to join us in this work.

