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1 Reason for Change

SyncML DS Server Alerted Notification (SAN) [1] provides the means for a server to notify the client that it should start to synchronize with the server. In practice, one reason why the server would like the client to synchronize is when some of its data was modified and would like to alert the client about this event. Synchronization events are application-specific; for example, it can be an update to a calendar entry, in the case of a group calendar application, or the reception of new email messages, in the case of an email application. 
In the case of the calendar update, the server could provide the date/time and the nature of the event (new entry or modification to an existing one). In the case of mobile email (MEM) over SyncML DS, the notification reason could include information about the number of new/unread messages and meta-data about each message such as: The source, date, size, subject, a few initial words of each message and perhaps, information about each attachment.

Currently SAN specification does not allow the server to be precise about the kind of change that occurred in its data stores. This CR proposes a new requirement to DS v2 RD so that the server can provide exact and specific reasons, if possible, about the new events that require synchronization. This proposed new requirement and the corresponding protocol feature would allow the client to make better decisions about the urgency to initiate the synchronization and would improve the efficiency of SyncML DS v2.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

The CR proposes a new feature to DS v2 not available in DS v1.2.
3 Impact on Other Specifications

DS v2 protocol specifications will have to support the proposed requirement.  

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that the DS working group accepts the proposed requirement since it will enhance DS v2 protocol and improve the user’s experience. 
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  (Add the following usability requirement to DS v2 draft RD
	USAB-NN
	The Server Alerted Sync (SAN) request SHALL support the ability for the server to provide specific and application-related information about the reason it requests the client to synchronize.

Note: The reason to perform the synchronization depends on the application. For example, in the case of mobile email, it could include the number of new messages, the source, subject, date, size and the first few words of each message.
	


7 References

[1] SyncML Data Sync Protocol, OMA-SyncML-DataSyncProtocol-V1_2-20040601-C, chapter 12.
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