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1 Reason for Contribution

CalConnect presented their activities of interest at the OMA Vancouver meetings and asked for input from OMA DS. One of the major interests was with respect to vObjects. This object proposes a set of slides to be presented at the CalConnect May 2006 Roundtable event in Cambridge, MA, USA.

2 Summary of Contribution

See attached slides.
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3 Detailed Proposal

Suggestions that attached slides be presented to members of CalConnect to promote discussion concerning the need for new vObject data format versions to address mobile weaknesses that the format presently posses.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Attached slides b e presented to members of CalConnect.
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OMA-DS-2006-vobject-format-mobile-issues1

Perspectives for vObject formats and communication services



	Submitted To:	OMA-DS

	Date:	May 15th 2006 	

	Availability:	      Public            OMA Confidential

	Contact:	Mark Paterson

		mark.paterson@oracle.com

	Source:	Oracle Corporation

1. Material taken from OMA-DS-2004-0080-contact-card-format-specification-LATE submitted by Orange SA.
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Why does OMA care about vObject formats ?

		Because



 Contacts are enablers for communication services



 Contacts are enablers for value added services



 Almost every commercial cell phone has a calendar as a standard application





 Widely used contact card specification (vCard, vCal) causes interoperability problems that disrupt these services.
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What is communication about ? 



A sender somewhere which uses a transport to communicate with a recipient, which is somewhere else.

To establish a communication we need to know on what transport and where to contact our recipient.

 We need … contact info
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Examples of mobile services using vObject formats

		Send a vCard by SMS



		Synchronize my phone AB or Calendar with my corporate calendar or AB.



		Birthday reminders :

		My device, NAB, or calendar informs me when it is my contacts birthday.



		Greeting card service :

		I send a greeting card by MMS to my contacts belonging to the category "family" in my AB.
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So what is the problem ?



		 We have format specifications : 

	de facto standard – vCard 2.1, vCal 1.0



		 We have transports and services, and new ideas of services.



		Happy ? No !
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vCard weakness

Eg: for TEL : Ordering of parameter types is not specified

		Each manufacturer may offer its specific vCard implementation

		Ex of services impacted : send an vCard by SMS or synchronize an AB



		Device 1 sends a vCard with a mobile phone number : 
+33 6 84 11 22 33
Mobile Number  TEL;VOICE;CELL = +33 6 84 11 22 33		Device 3 receives the  vCards sent by devices 1 and 2

and tries to match with its own vCard data model which is:
Mobile Number   TEL; CELL = ???

Consequence : loss of phone number !


		Device 2 sends a vCard with a mobile phone number : 
+33 6 12 99 88 77
Mobile Number   TEL; CELL; VOICE= +33 6 84 99 88 77
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vCard weakness, contd

		 Multiple choices of implementation for field values.

		Ex  BDAY : either 1996-04-20 or 19960420

 (iso 8601 basic or extended)

		Example of service impacted: Bday reminder





Scenario :

		John sends a Paul's vCard to Ann. 

		 Ann devices implements iso8601 basic where John's implements iso8601 extended.

		Ann subscribes to Bday reminder service, but will be unable to send a postcard to Paul by his birthday… 
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vCard weakness, contd



		vCard has some outdated properties or types:

		TEL : MSG,BBS,CAR,ISDN,MODEM

		EMAIL: AppleLink, eWorld, Powershare, TLX 



		But lacks important properties for current/new services:

		IM id, IM presence

		Localisation (PoC)



		Also lacks profile structure

		Personal/professional info sets

		Categorization
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vCard weakness, contd





		It is impossible to gather one's contact profiled contact info



 	(work/home/holiday)



		Vcard is an unstructured bag where you put contact info and description properties





		There is no category property in vCard 2.1





		There is no WORK or PREF attribute for Email in vCard





 …
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vCal weakness





		Recurrences

		Timezones

		All day events and Untimed events problems

		Priority mappings

		Task Completion





 …
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Why is it so ?

		Different time scale evolutions: 

		Vcard 2.1 was issued in 1996, in advance for its time, but is now outdated and its evolution (vCard3.0) has not solved enough.

		vCal and iCal followed in simialr timeframes but here to iCalendar has not solved enough.

		Communication services have evolved a lot and still do, especially in the mobile world but the object types have not kept up.





2006

1996

1998

vCard 3.0

iCalendar

Mobile Comm services

vCard 2.1

vCal 1.0
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What's happening in OMA ?



		 OMA-DS has raised some end-to-end interop problems with vCard



		 In BAC/MAE, WI #96 on vObject created a set of guidelines.



  (vCard 2.1, vCal 1.0, vBookmarks1.0 + guidelines/profile)



		 But :

		 Guidelines are not normative,

		 If respected, they are valid only for OMA enablers,

		 And do not solve all the problems that vCard 2.1and vCal 1.0 causes.
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What needs to be done?

		Update to vCard 3.0 that truely addresses the issues.



		Clarification of iCalendar to address issues.



		Before manufacturers switch their tech stack they need to know it will be worthwhile.
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Thank you





		 Comments ?






















