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1 Reason for Contribution

This contribution intends to cover the action defined in Paris to submit a proposal for test tool validation process to BoD-IOP based on document IOP-2006-0027.

2 Summary of Contribution

See below

3 Detailed Proposal

Several discussions took place within BoD-IOP on the process OMA follows when purchasing a test tool. Although it was recognised that the process is completely open, it was also highlighted that it takes too long and then an improvement should be sought. This led to discussion with IOP and a proposal was submitted during the TP Paris. Broadly speaking, the proposal is intended to adapt the GCF process already in place to OMA. It can summarised as follows :

Choice of a Validation Organisation

Any organisation can apply as an OMA Validation Organisation. Condition for this will be that this organisation shall conform to ISO 17025 and that the test tool being validated is covered in that test organisation’s ISO 17025 scope of accreditation. The Validation Organisation shall be independent of the test case / test system implementor.

Validation Process 

A test tool supplier which would like to see its tool used as a gating criteria in the OMA testFests, will have to submit its tools to the validation organisation
The validation organisation will check that the test case source code is fully conformant to the technical and test specifications available at this time. Any deviations from the TS and/or ETS shall be documented in the validation report.

When this check will be finished and demonstrate alignment of test tool with OMA specs and test specs, the test tool will be used as gating criteria for the TFs.

Pros

These principles are based on the GCF process which is up and running since 6 years

Will avoid seeing OMA staff spend time on RFIs, selection process, negociation,…

Will certainly not cost that much to OMA (even nothing)

Cons

Are we sure that we will get the appropriate tool quicker than via the previous procurement process ?

How to devalidate a test tool is it appears that validation was wrong ?

What could be the impact on the acceptance of the test results in this case ?

Do we have to expand the product listing initiative to the test tool as well ?

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

IOP WG to consider this document and approve it for presentation at the next BoD-IOP Call.
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