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1 Reason for Contribution

In preparing the Standard Transcoding Interface (STI) Architecture Document (AD) and Specification, the STI SWG has several questions related to SOAP and Web Services.
2 Summary of Contribution

Please refer to the STI Overview Presentation (attached) for background information on STI.  The STI AD is also included for your reference.  The question items we have are as follows:
1. OMA-STI xsd location

2. URL in the SOAPAction header

3. Namespace, routing

4. Use of the SOAP fault response

5. Defining our own (STI) SOAP headers due to lack of standard ones 

6. Use of SOAP 1.1 vs SOAP 1.2

7. Service Discovery

8. Reference to work in MWS group in the STI specification and AD?

Please see section 3 below for the detailed questions

3 Detailed Proposal

1. OMA-STI xsd location and namespace
a) Is there a standard OMA way of representing the namespace?

b) Is there a standard OMA way of representing the xsd location?

c) What should be the specific STI xsd location?

d) Who is responsible for assigning or registering the STI namespace and xsd location?

For example, for the “Download Descriptor Schema V1.0”, we noticed the following:
<xsd:schema 

      targetNamespace="http://www.openmobilealliance.org/xmlns/dd"  

      xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 

      xmlns:dd="http://www.openmobilealliance.org/xmlns/dd"  >

So we assume we will have something similar?
      targetNamespace="http://www.openmobilealliance.org/xmlns/sti"  

      xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 

xmlns:sti="http://www.openmobilealliance.org/xmlns/sti"  >

2. URI in the SOAPAction header

a) From the SOAP 1.1 specifications, the SOAPAction header is mandatory and it is used to indicate the “intent” of the SOAP HTTP request.  We do not believe that this is needed in the context of STI, i.e. used by intermediate SOAP servers.  Is it OK then to use the empty string (SOAPAction: “”)?
3. Use of the SOAP fault response

a) In an initial draft of our specification, we are defining our own Fault Response structure; we now think that we should use the SOAP-defined Fault Response within our response transaction.  Is this the right way to do it?

4. Defining our own (STI) SOAP headers due to lack of standard ones (e.g. TransactionID, STI version)

a) We are defining our own TransactionID and STIversion SOAP headers.  Are there any guidelines for doing so?  

b) Is there a way to make these SOAP headers mandatory?  Is this the function of the mustUnderstand=”1” attribute?
5. Use of SOAP 1.1 vs SOAP 1.2

a) The STI group has decided to use SOAP 1.1 because of the availability of SOAP 1.1 tools and the pre-mature status of SOAP 1.2.  Is this the right decision?

6. Service Discovery 
a) We are proposing to not have service discovery in the first version of STI (1.0).  We believe that STI will originally not be a full blown Web Service and that two entities using STI to communicate will be based on a pre-established business relation (e.g. within the network of a wireless operator or content provider).  Is this acceptable?
b) More generally, STI uses SOAP over HTTP, are there guidelines if there is a later need for STI to become a full blown Web Service?  Would there be steps to follow or things to change in our approach?

7. Reference to work in MWS group in the STI specification and AD?

a) Should the STI specification and/or AD refer to any documents from the MWS group?  There are of course references to the SOAP specifications.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

BAC-STI kindly asks the MWS group to help answering the above questions.  
Please advise if there shall be a joint conference call or a time slot during one of the normal MWS conference calls to present STI to give context information to the MWS group, and to discuss the questions. 
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