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1 Reason for Contribution

There have been several different threads of discussion related to the handling of the OMA Dictionary (latest revision available at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/ARCH/Permanent_documents/OMA-ORG-Dictionary-V2_6-20070614-A.zip):
· REL discussion on whether this should not be treated in a special way, as it is not an ordinary organisational document
· Past ARC discussions on how to handle this document in an optimal way to avoid extra work

· A recent email thread started by Craig Rhoades of Sprint where he pointed out that it is hard to find the dictionary on the public portal.
This document addresses these items.
2 Summary of Contribution

The input contribution analyzes the OMA dictionary document (what it is about and how it currently is being handled) and then 
3 Detailed Proposal

Background

The OMA Dictionary is a document whose primary objective is to identify specific terms used within the OMA specifications for the purposes of specifying end to end applications and service requirements. Thus, it is a document that both is needed during the development of specifications, as well as when the specifications are read after having been published. 
The process for introducing new terms/modify existing terms in the dictionary is described in the dictionary itself and is as follows:

· In general, entries will be added when they have been defined in TP-approved documents. The OMA Arch WG will monitor new/changed definitions and update the dictionary as needed.

· OMA WG’s can bring definitions to OMA Arch for inclusion in the dictionary prior to approval of their specifications if desired. However in general OMA Arch will not seek out terms “in development” and include them.

· In general, only terms used in OMA specifications will be included in the dictionary. Terms created by other fora may be included if used in OMA specifications, but other terms supporting/clarifying the external forum terms will not be included, if not used in the OMA specifications; instead, the source forum will be identified so the reader can consult it for further information. If there exist multiple competing definitions with valid application in the OMA context, they may be included.

· The baseline text will be improved as time allows and needed changes become clear in the process of editing or based upon input to OMA Arch from OMA WG’s. This includes alignment of the OMA definitions with those of external fora.

· Any definition will be allowed to be included, regardless of its specificity to a subject or work of an OMA group. Alternatively, OMA WG’s can request specific subsets of definitions they define to be included.

· Multiple definitions will be included for terms that have different meanings in different OMA specifications or WG’s. While the goal will be to align terms across OMA WG’s, some WG’s may have valid reasons for using the same term with different meanings. If the WG feels inclusion of the term in the OMA dictionary does not add value or results in unnecessary confusion, they can request that it be left out of the dictionary.

· For terms with nearly/somewhat the same meaning, OMA Arch will resolve discrepancies with the input of the affected WG.

· Changes to TP-approved versions of the dictionary will be made via the standard OMA specification change request process.

Today, the OMA Dictionary is an Organizational Document which currently has the version number 2.6. Typically, the document has been updated 1-3 times a year, recently also following the process with regards to handling of Organisational Documents, meaning that a review has been carried out with all what it means in terms of overhead for managing the review, handling a review report, having a live meeting to discuss the comments, etc. A reasonable guess would be that we would see more frequent updates of the document, if the process for making changes to it would be less cumbersome.

Today, the document is being made public with the rest of the Technical Material at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/tech/publicmaterial.html  (not on the pages with the published specifications), something which makes it cumbersome for those who needs to use it to find it.

Suggested changes
It is important to ensure that the definitions introduced in the Dictionary are agreed by the membership as a whole, meaning in particular that if there is disagreement on the definition of a term between different working groups, then it is necessary to have a forum for discussions about this. The Architecture group being owners of the Dictionary is managing this today using the process described in the OMA dictionary (see above). It may be worthwhile for the group to explore creating procedures for this, in case it is not clear exactly what steps are to be taken during the introduction of a new definition.

Apart from this, it seems like overkill to hold an Organisational document review of the Dictionary. The Technical Plenary Review and Approval cycle allows the members to comment on definitions introduced and the two week review period that is typical prior to the approval should normally be enough for people to review the new/modified definitions and post comments if they have any.
Therefore it is being suggested that we create a new document type for the OMA Dictionary, called DICTIONARY, with the following characteristics (this would need to be added to the Organization and Process document):
Type:
non-versioned; non-numbered

Model:
“OMA-DICTIONARY-” <OptionalKeyWord> “-” <DateStr> “-” <State>

States:
‘D’ and ‘A’

This document would by handled by ARC as described in the document itself and would then be passed on to the TP for approval, prior to being made public.

In addition it is suggested that we add a link at the top of all publication pages that points to the latest version of the OMA Dictionary. This makes it easy for people to find it when reading the specifications.
Alternative change

If REL believes that it is overkill to create a new document type, it is being suggested that we keep the Dictionary as an Organisational Document, but that we agree on that it should not have to go through Organisational Document reviews. This may need to be documented in the next version of the Organization and Process document.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that REL discusses the contents of this input contribution and agrees on a way forward. ARC should also be consulted as owners of the OMA Dictionary. 









NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED) ARE MADE BY THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE OR ANY OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE MEMBER OR ITS AFFILIATES REGARDING ANY OF THE IPR’S REPRESENTED ON THE “OMA IPR DECLARATIONS” LIST, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, VALIDITY OR RELEVANCE OF THE INFORMATION OR WHETHER OR NOT SUCH RIGHTS ARE ESSENTIAL OR NON-ESSENTIAL.

THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE IS NOT LIABLE FOR AND HEREBY DISCLAIMS ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, PUNITIVE, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF DOCUMENTS AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENTS.

USE OF THIS DOCUMENT BY NON-OMA MEMBERS IS SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE USE AGREEMENT (located at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/UseAgreement.html) AND IF YOU HAVE NOT AGREED TO THE TERMS OF THE USE AGREEMENT, YOU DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO USE, COPY OR DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT.

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED ON AN "AS IS" "AS AVAILABLE" AND "WITH ALL FAULTS" BASIS.

© 2008 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 1 (of 3)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-InputContribution-20080101-I]

© 2008 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 2 (of 3)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-InputContribution-20080101-I]

