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1 Reason for Contribution

A new procedure has been started for Work Item voting.  This contribution proposes that REL discusses what it means to vote for a work item.
2 Summary of Contribution

A work item has supporting members who are listed in the input contribution associated with the work item.
Separately there is a list of voting members who are not necessarily also supporting members.

It is proposed that REL agrees that voting members are not seen as supporting members.

3 Detailed Proposal

The new mechanism for voting on work items has been introduced so that there is a clear record on the Portal that OMA has had a vote for each work item, 

When a work item is submitted, the associated input contribution lists the supporting members.  These members are expected to assist the work by attending the meetings, making input contributions and helping to deliver the specification material.

When a work item is voted on, the vote is there for any member to state whether they are in favour of the work or not.

In Telefónica’s view, it should be possible to vote in favour of a work item without explicitly being a “supporter” and without signing up to actually doing work on the work item.  Any member who wishes to be listed as an official supporter can be added to the list separately.  Those companies voting in favour should be seen as agreeing that the work makes sense and that OMA resources (meeting rooms, conference bridges etc.) can be allocated to this work.  Members voting in favour of a work item should not be called on to do the work unless they also are listed in the work item input contribution as supporting members. 
We believe that if we do not take this step then some members will be reluctant to vote in favour of work items because they will not wish to be called on to do the work.  Also then we have no mechanism for members to decide if they are in favour of using OMA resources to do a certain piece of work.

Our conclusion is therefore that the vote must be seen as separate from the list of supporting companies and we hope that REL can agree this.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL agrees a way forward on this.  It is suggested that members voting in favour of a work item are not taken to be “supporting members” for that work item.
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