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1 Reason for Change

This CR attempts to present the analysis of available initiatives on groups and provide recommendation with respect to “Groups” feature based on the analysis
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

N.A
3 Impact on Other Specifications

N.A
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Accept the proposed analysis and recommendation on “groups” feature with respect to Mobile Social Network White paper
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Proposed text for Section 8.1.9 Groups
Groups in a SN ecosystem are key to socialize and establish new connections, partake information or views, carry out collaborative tasks (e.g. polling) and share multimedia content (such as images, video, audio) among other activities. 
Traditionally groups have been in use for asynchronous communication, wherein, registered or non-registered users can start new threads. The replies or comments to the original post are made by other users at their leisure. This is in contrast to the groups from MSN perspective, which are generally active or dynamic in nature requiring near real-time interactions among members of the group (e.g. group chat in Facebook). This requires groups in a SNs environment to be a standalone entity. 

OMA Group XDM, Activity Streams, OMA IM, OMA PoC and OMA CAB are some of the initiatives that deal with subset of aspects pertaining to group feature.

OMA Group XDM specification has the data format pertaining to a group. It captures all the basic elements like group identifier, group name, participants, private messages, and join-handling associated with groups. OMA Group XDM facilitates other OMA Enablers (e.g. OMA IM, OMA PoC) to support “groups” feature and perform various management operations like creation/deletion of groups, adding/inviting/deleting members and history management. Activity streams provide mechanisms to represent a subset of the management aspects like joining or leaving groups in a social web environment.
OMA IM and PoC Enablers facilitate mobile subscribers to engage in group-wide chat communication using the respective services. This, typically, has at least two participants communicating over a chat session. This is in contrast to group communication or functionalities as perceived from social networking perspective, wherein, a single user can post messages to the group to be reviewed or commented by other members of the group at a later point of time in addition to real-time chat. The chat functionality within a group provided by OMA IM may, however, be useful in the context of group chat sessions among users in a social networking environment.
The major distinction between groups in an IM environment and a social networking environment is because groups in a SNs can be standalone entities while the same is not true in an IM environment. OMA CAB has provision to add “group” as a standalone entity. However, it does not support features like sharing comments, multimedia and other collaborative tasks common to SNs. 
Based on this analysis, it is recommended that a standards based approach is needed to define groups feature from SNs perspective while enhancing or reusing the capabilities and functionalities  in the available OMA initiatives like OMA Group XDM, IM and CAB depending on whether or not the protocols and mechanisms therein are suitable for MSN environment. In particular, the following features should be considered with regard to the group feature from SNS perspective.
· Group management capabilities from OMA Group XDM 

· OMA IM functionality to allow chat among users in a social networking environment

· OMA CAB’s provision to create group as an independent entity 

Change 2:  Adding recommendations for groups to the table
	Feature
	Most relevant OMA enablers or initiatives
	Other most relevant initiatives
	Recommendation

	Identity
	-
	OpenID, WebFinger
	Adopt MSISDN or user@domain as primary identity; reuse OpenID and WebFinger as basis to support one identity for Federated SNs.

	Profile
	CAB, Profile XDM, SUPM
	XRD, WebFinger, HCard, FOAF, POCO, OpenSocial, OpenID
	WebFinger can be used to discovery the type of user profile.

XML based initiatives like FOAF are recommended data format for Mobile Social Networks.

OMA-CAB can be used for profile, however, it needs to be evolved to support SNS features like relationships

	Privacy
	Privacy Requirements for Mobile Services, Autho4API  
	IETF OAuth v2.0
	Consider IETF OAuth v2.0 and OMA Autho4API Work Item

	Relationships
	
	
	

	Content sharing
	CMI
	AtomPub,

OASIS CMIS,

OExchange
	Consider use of AtomPub for content sharing & ActivityStream for referencing

Consider OExchange for sharing from external sites with MSN

	Activities
	OMA Push (notifications)
	ActivityStreams

AtomPub

XMPP

PubSubHubbub
	Consider use of ActivityStreams for representation & AtomPub for publication

Consider use of OMA Push for push notifications

	Follow-up actions
	
	
	

	Private messages
	
	
	

	Groups
	IM, PoC, XDM Group, CAB
	Activity Streams
	
Consider evolving an appropriate method to address the deficiencies in the available initiatives. 

Furthermore, consider:

OMA Group XDM for group management functionalities

OMA IM for chat functionality in a group

OMA CAB’s capability to have group as an independent entity

	Search
	MSF, Profile XDM, Group XDM, CAB, CMI
	
	Use MSF as basis for overall search.

Allow for back-end interconnection with specific OMA enablers for vertical search functionality

	Client Web API
	
	
	

	Data Portability
	OMA CAB
	AtomPub, ActivityStreams, FOAF, OpenSocial, SIOC 
	Consider use of AtomPub for data portablity between SNs.

Use OpenSocial API to provide data for applications.
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