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1 Reason for Change

This contribution provides a summary of recommendations as output of the gap analysis activity in the field of Mobile Social Networks.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

N/A
3 Impact on Other Specifications

N/A
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended to the group to accept the change proposed in this contribution.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Text for recommendation section

8.2 Wrap-up and Conclusion


· 
· 
· 
· 

Many initiatives exist currently in the Social Web arena, and some of them are clearly becoming more popular. However, many of them are still evolving, having different degrees of maturity and adoption by the major SN players. In addition, the most current players and specifications do not focus on mobile specificities, thus potentially leading in difficulties when adopting such solutions over mobile networks scenarios.

It has to be remarked that W3C has recently set up a working group named “Federated Social Web Incubator Group” [W3C-FSW] whose mission is “to provide a set of community-driven specifications and a test-case suite for a federated social web”.
Based on the (unavoidably not exhaustive) analysis conducted in this document, several OMA enablers have been identified as relevant to the context of MSN. In particular, some enablers can be reused “as-is” as facilities, whilst other may be enhanced to address MSN-specific requirements. Some further OMA enablers may be considered as side-enablers in the context of MSN and can be used to implement non-core functionalities (i.e. deployment options by service providers).
As mentioned throughout section 8.1, some OMA enablers can be considered for example to address the actual communication or exchange of information between users, whilst the main “gap” missing for MSN relates to mechanisms to inform other users about this communication. In other terms, it is needed that users have an (easily discoverable) identity and, based on this identity a user is able to follow someone else’s activities (whatever they may be) and share his/her owns. No specific need has been identified to mandate or define new enablers to perform the actual communication that are already widely covered by standards (including in the OMA), although some study may be needed for their use in the context of MSN. 

As such, the needed common set of core features for MSN interoperability within OMA is considered limited (positive aspect), whilst some non-core features can be initially covered through “guidelines” to optionally reuse relevant OMA enablers within a single MSN. Depending on the adoption of such features and the maturity of relevant enablers or initiatives, such features may progressively be introduced as part of OMA MSN to enrich interoperability between SNs.
9 Recommendation
It is recommended to pursue the study of an MSN specification within OMA through a dedicated Work Item to embrace the Social Web activity in the large, closely monitoring mobile aspects and possibly leveraging OMA enablers. 

It is further recommended to identify a coherent subset of functionalities specific to MSN that can be rapidly specified as a core specification for MSN within OMA, thus allowing large-scale deployments and interoperability of MSN Clients and MSN Servers in a timely manner. In this sense, it is envisioned that some non-core features related to MSN may or may not be provided by the service providers, and if provided they may or may not reuse OMA enablers (i.e. may be provided through proprietary means). To the best possible extent, guidelines may be given to rely on existing OMA enablers also for such non-core features. 

Moreover, it is recommended to include in the scope of the new OMA MSN Work Item the following items:
· the interface between the MSN Client and the MSN Server, and the interface between MSN Servers to enable federation of OMA-compliant SNs, supporting at least core features such as:

· profile discovery;
· publication and sharing of contents, activities & follow-up actions;
· consider the endorsement of OStatus-related specifications (WebFinger, ActivityStreams, Salmon, PubsubHubbub) and AtomPub;
· consider OMA Push enabler to support notifications to MSN client (follow-up actions delivery, private message delivery, user status notification, etc);
· consider client-side & server-side APIs, as well as an appropriate privacy framework, to easily integrate OMA-compliant SN with external applications (non-core feature);
· consider the evolution of OMA CAB Enabler for MSN user profile, groups & relationship management (non-core feature);
· create guidelines to reuse existing OMA enablers for non-core features (e.g. user profile representation, profile search, group management, private messaging).
Finally, it is recommended to liaise with the W3C group “Federated Social Web Incubator Group” to clarify roles and commonly address the standardization of Social Networks both from a Web and Mobile perspectives, thus speeding up the delivery of interoperable solutions. 
Change 2:  Add a reference
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