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1 Overview

This Liaison Statement is intended to make aware the OpenSocial Foundation of the activity OMA is working on named OMA Mobile Social Network (MSN) Enabler, as well as the scope and the current status of this work. OpenSocial Foundation is also kindly requested to provide information on the scope and status of their activity highlighting specific areas that could be of interest for the OMA MSN group.

OMA MSN Background and Current Status
OMA started addressing Mobile Social Network late 2010 by writing a White Paper on the topic (see [1]). This White Paper provides an analysis on the state-of-the-art of the market and related technologies in the area of (Mobile) Social Networking. The goal of the White Paper was also to clearly identify a potential gap within OMA to provide such services in a standard manner, as well as internal recommendations on how-to proceed this activity. 

As outcome of such activity, a new work item was proposed to address this gap specifying a dedicated MSN Enabler. Such work item was approved in May 2011 (see [2] and [3]) and kicked-off the work on the MSN Enabler. 

The MSN Enabler will provide a framework to allow interoperability between MSN clients & servers and server-to-server federation, supporting at least features such as:

· profile discovery;

· publication and sharing of contents, activities & follow-up actions;

In addition, this Enabler is expected to expose Device APIs & Network APIs, as well as an appropriate privacy framework, to easily integrate MSN with external applications
The current scheduled time for completion of the MSN Enabler specifications is June 2012 (Enabler in Candidate status), with some intermediate milestones for the completion of the Requirement phase in September 2011 and the Architecture phase in December 2011.

With respect to interface specification, it is the intention of this Work Item:

· to consider the endorsement of OStatus-related specifications, in particular for server-to-server interactions;
· to consider the endorsement of OpenSocial REST protocol and/or AtomPub, in particular for client-server interactions;
· to consider the endorsement of OpenSocial JavaScript APIs as Device APIs;

· to consider reusing OAuth 2.0 and related specifications as privacy framework for APIs;
· to consider reusing OMA Push enabler to support notifications to MSN client entities (e.g. for follow-up actions delivery, private message delivery, user status notification, etc).
The scope of MSN Work Item is also to identify existing industry standards that may be referenced and reused with necessary profiling by OMA. It is the intention of OMA to evaluate if and how relevant external SDOs may be requested to collaboratively develop the actual specifications and/or related profiling needed by OMA MSN.
OMA has identified OpenSocial Foundation as one of those SDOs, in particular with respect to client-server interactions as well as Device APIs towards 3rd party applications running in the device.

2 Proposal

OMA REQ would like to propose OpenSocial Foundation to take the status and activity of OMA REQ MSN Work Area into consideration in the future works of OpenSocial Foundation.
OMA REQ MSN Work Area would be also interested in collaborating actively with OpenSocial Foundation (e.g. through joint F2F meetings/workshops or conf calls etc) for accelerating the working progress of both sides and being provided the appropriate that OpenSocial Foundation might request. 
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3 Requested Action(s)

1) OMA REQ kindly asks OpenSocial Foundation to review and provide feedback on the referred OMA documents [2] and [3], specifically in the areas of potential overlap or complementarities with the OpenSocial Foundation activities;

2) In particular, to avoid overlapping work in the area of client-server interactions and device APIs, OMA REQ kindly asks OpenSocial Foundation to provide their view on potential reuse by OMA of Social gadget and Social API Server specifications;

3) Moreover, OpenSocial Foundation is kindly requested to provide additional details on the planned roadmap and the foreseen publishing dates for the related output documents, if appropriate.

4 Conclusion

REQ group and MSN sub-work group thank OpenSocial Foundation in advance for your consideration of our requests for information, and look forward to working closely together to the future on Mobile Social Networking. We expect to share additional information as the activity evolves internally.
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