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1 Reason for Change

This contribution proposes the deletion of the Tethering use case. The reasons for this proposal are described in the Detailed Change Proposal section.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

This CR has no impact on backward compatibility.
3 Impact on Other Specifications

N/A
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that REQ DPE working group agrees the deletion of this use case and modifies the subsequent requirement.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Deletion of Tethering use case
The document OMA-REQ-DPE-2006-0006-DPE-IC-Tethering-Use-Case describes in a use case the capability to report on terminal configuration as a network adapter or modem for a tethered device. In this use case, the device is attached to a terminal (e.g. mobile phone) and a client on the device establishes a data connection through the terminal, which acts as a network adapter or modem for the device. Then the terminal notifies the network service provider of its current software, hardware and configuration as a modem so that the network service provider could adapt its response to this tethering mode. 
The reasons why this use case should be reconsidered are the following:

· The client application which initiates the connection is installed on the device, not on the terminal. Then it is the device that has to notify the service provider with its capabilities and not the terminal that only acts as a modem. 
· The fact that the device is in tethering mode, using a terminal as a modem, can be considered as useful information to provide to the service provider. But according to the Requirement Document, the scope of DPE is the "publication of a device’s hardware, software, and network properties as they change over the course of a data session." Changing from normal mode to tethering mode or vice versa cannot be done over the course of a data session. There is a contradiction here with the notion of data session continuity and the tethering use case is then confusing. Besides a static property has been defined as being a property "that normally doesn't change often". Then the tethering mode could be considered as part of UAProf scope.
Change 2:  Requirement associated to the Tethering use case
Initially, the subsequent requirement to the tethering use case was: "DPE-enabled devices MUST support reporting of their current use as a network adapter or modem." 

It has been changed into: "The DPE Client MUST support the notification of changes in the data path to the application service provider" before being included in the DPE RD. The notion of data path should be defined more precisely because it can be confusing with the notion of bearer change and besides we have seen that some data path changes (like the tethering example) may not be in the scope of DPE since it is in contradiction with the data session continuity.
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