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1 Reason for Contribution

During the TP held in San Diego on 16-17 June 2005 a set of proposals were made to TP relating to working with the W3C and other organisations (see OMA-TP-2005-0193R01-AI_TP_2005_A007_Working_with_W3C). Some recommendations were adopted, and actions re the others generated. This contribution provides feedback from the subsequent actions TP-2005–A029 and -A030 as defined in the minutes OMA-TP-2005-0202R02-San-Diego-minutes
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution provides feedback from the Board External Liaison Committee on the two topics. 
To summarise the Board EL does not agree with observers having access to the OMA portal or OMA internal email lists nor W3C members who are not OMA members having access to the OMA portal.
There is a recommendation to respect the considered opinion of Board EL on these matters.

3 Detailed Proposal

The following addresses the response from the Board External Liaison Committee to the actions as posed by TP and the rationale.
· TP-2005-A029 Alastair Angwin to work with BoD EL to find a way to address how W3C members could possibly access the OMA portal.

Clearly the intent is W3C members who are not OMA members.

The BoD EL members were concerned re a proposal to open the OMA-internal portal to W3C members who are not OMA members for the following major reasons

a) openness already provides a vehicle to allow most of OMA’s work to be available to W3C and others.
b)  It is unclear why W3C would need to have access to ALL of the OMA material which has been declared not public. 
c) the cooperation agreement with W3C does not provide provisions for this today, but allows communication of other materials beyond openness (i.e. under a Confidentiality Agreement). 
d) If more was specifically wanted for the W3C, and the actual needs clearly identified,revisions of the cooperation agreement may be a way forward
Thus the BoD EL do not currently support W3C members who are not members of OMA having access to the OMA portal.

it was suggested that either revisions to openness for documents not currently open yet desired by W3C be proposed or that these documents may be sent under the Confidentiality Agreement which is part of the CA. If those mechanisms are not satisfactory, changes to the cooperation agreement may be proposed to overcome any identified deficiencies

· TP-2005-A030 Alastair Angwin to go back to External Liaison committee and ask for clarification upon what exactly a guest can have access to on the portal and OMA exploder lists.

This actions does not quite capture the recommendation which was re observers rather than guests. The question posed to Board Ext Liaison was thus case re observers. 

The BoD EL members were concerned re a proposal to open the portal to W3C observers who are not OMA members for the following major reasons (Observers who are OMA members being obliged to respect the membership agreement and both OMA members and non members who are observers being required to respect the cooperation agreement).
a) openness already provides a vehicle to allow most of OMA’s work to be available to W3C observers and others,

b) the cooperation agreement with W3C does not provide provisions for this today. It does allow observers to attend the OMA meetings and vice versa when invited and to participate and see such documents (under the Confidentiality agreement if they are not public in OMA) as are presented during the portions of the meeting they are invited. If more is desired then revisions of the cooperation agreement may be a way forward
c) The concern that IPR may creep into OMA work via access to the email and portal

Thus the BoD EL do not currently support the W3C observers who are not members of OMA having access to the OMA portal or email lists.

it was suggested that either revisions to openness for documents not currently open yet desired by W3C be proposed, or that documents are exchanged through the Confidentaility Agreement on a case by case basis,  or changes to the cooperation agreement be proposed to overcome any identified deficiencies.

Recommendation:

TP notes the considered opinion of Board EL on the matters of observer access to the OMA portal and email lists and W3C member access to the OMA portal.

TP considers any deficiencies in the Openness policy re W3C and other organisations and proposes changes to the board as necessary.

TP considers the W3C Cooperation Agreement and if any deficiencies are noted these are communicated to BoD EL to see if they can be addressed.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

The TP considers the above recommendations. No specific subsequent actions should arise unless deficiencies in openness or the W3C CA are noticed.
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