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Browsing and Content Working Group Charter

1. Description and Goals

The Browsing and Content Working Group [BAC] is a Working Group charted by and reporting directly to the OMA Technical Plenary. 

BAC is specifically chartered to be responsible for the base content formats, including the semantics and such user agents, behaviour and programming interfaces as is necessary to use such content formats, content rendering and the browser user agent, with the intention of enabling the creation and use of data services on mobile hand held devices, including mobile telephones, pagers and PDAs.

BAC's focus is on, while not limited to, the use of network-centric application models with both strong architectural ties to, and leveraging the technology of, the World Wide Web.

2. Scope

The scope of BAC’ work is the specification of  base content formats, including the semantics and such user agents, behaviour and programming interfaces as is necessary to use such content formats, content rendering and the browser user agent. 

BAC’s scope currently includes the following areas :

· Content formats - definition of base content formats (syntax and semantics) within OMA, e.g. XHTMLMP, ESMP, WCSS, WML, WMLScript, SMIL, pictograms, download descriptor, rights expression languages, programme guides, etc.,

· Rendering – the interpretation and presentation of content,

· Browsing – the processing models and associated behaviour when rendering content in the context of the browser, including the use of the session protocols, and its extensions, e.g. EFI,

· Related delivery  technologies for the request and delivery of content, i.e. transport and packaging, e.g. HTTP, PUSH, URI schemes, HTTP caching and state management, Download, content optimisation and profiles (WBXML and UAPROF), 

· Use of unidirectional transmission for the purposes of broadcast,

· Standard Transcoding interface

· User agents - semantics and processing models to ensure a consistent programming models, e.g. DRM, Download, etc.

BAC will use the procedures and processes of the OMA to achieve its goals through the generation of new work items, and the creation and maintenance of its specifications including end-of-life, any replacement and appropriate transitioning. BAC shall determine the need for and manage any sub-groups to accomplish the assigned work in a timely manner including cessation when the work is complete or no longer needed, and any such sub-groups will have charters that inherit the charter of BAC which cannot exceed that of BAC itself.

3. Criteria for Success

The success of BAC is measured by:
· The ability of the OMA application technologies to meet the goals of OMA and evolve with new user and business requirements.
· The timeliness in initiating and delivery of appropriate new and updated technologies within the scope of the approved work items.
· The consistency, completeness, and conformance (as defined by the IOP group by interoperability) of the specifications for which BAC is responsible. 
· The maintenance of the specifications for which BAC is responsible (timeliness in identifying and solving problems, conflicts, and challenges)
· The timeliness in integrating existing related technologies from organizations consolidating with OMA, thereby ensuring an effective and speedy migration path.
4. Duration

BAC is expected to exist while there are new features to be specified within its scope and while the maintenance of its specifications is required. BAC may be ceased at any time by the Technical Plenary.

The life of a BAC sub-group may be more limited, e.g. for as long as it takes to complete the specification activity.

5. Resource Requirements

BAC and it subgroups require web pages (portal), email list, teleconference bridge, liaison and staff support. from OMA and for members to permit representatives to donate their time and expertise to future the work of BAC’s activities. 

No guarantee of commitment level for member participation is required, e.g. percentage of working time. However, members are encouraged to permit their representatives to donate as much time as possible to bring new functions to market as quickly as possible and with the best quality possible.

6. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

BAC has overlaps and desires to cooperate with a number of external organizations, a non-exhaustive listing being:

· WorldWide Web Consortium [W3C] – for its Internet content specifications and architectures

· Internet Engineering Task Force [IETF] – for its Internet technologies where appropriate to OMA
· ECMA TC39 – for its ECMAScript languages

· DVB, ETSI, 3GPP, 3GPP2, etc – for their work in enabling applications in mobile handsets, 

· Etc.

Individual BAC sub-groups will state the specific organizations they expect to overlap and cooperate with.

Cooperation with external organizations will utilize any liaison/cooperation vehicles open to OMA working groups, e.g. cooperation agreements, Non-Disclosure agreements (one- or two-way) and cooperation frameworks.

7. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

BAC’s work will require coordination and cooperation with other OMA activities. BAC will coordinate with the following OMA groups: 

· Internally within BAC, i.e. BAC and its sub-groups and inter sub-group,

· BAC and other OMA groups, e.g.  the Architecture group, IOP group, Requirements group, Security group etc.. 

· BAC and the OMA Technical Plenary on the approval of work items arising within the group, charters, etc., and process related issues,
8. Meetings and Communication

BAC will communicate through normal approaches such as Technical Plenary Meetings, Interim Meetings, Telephone Conferences, Web Pages and Mailing List.

BACs web site has information on the groups, and any sub-groups, mailing list and conference call schedule.

9. Membership

BAC and its sub-groups is open to all Sponsor, Full and Associate members.
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