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1 Overview

We would like to inform you that the Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) www.openmobilealliance.org has created an enabler that defines an end-to-end framework for mobile broadcast. The “Mobile Broadcast Services” enabler was specified by the BCAST group within OMA; "Mobile Broadcast" refers to a wide range of broadcast services that jointly leverage the unidirectional one-to-many broadcast paradigm and the bi-directional unicast paradigm in a mobile environment. The OMA BCAST 1.0 enabler has been specified independent of the underlying network bearers including important functions that can be used for any IP based broadcast distribution system intended for audiovisual content (e.g. live or pre-recorded TV programmes) and data files. Functions that are specified end-to-end are service discovery, service guides, service protection, content protection, service interactivity, stream and file distribution, notification, service and terminal provisioning. Although BCAST 1.0 specifications can in principle be applied to any IP based broadcasting or multicasting system, further adaptation specifications have been created to ensure its smooth adaptation to three specific underlying standardised broadcast distribution systems, namely, DVB-H IPDC, 3GPP MBMS and 3GPP2 BCMCS.  OMA BCAST 1.0 specifications are available here. 

During a recent meeting BCAST has started identifying possible items for the next BCAST release. 
One of the items deeply discussed, particularly with substantial interests expressed by service providers, was to consider extending the BCAST specifications for usage into a fixed network environment, as well as opportunities towards a harmonised IP centric service layer and/or architecture.  The business drivers behind this are twofold. Firstly, there is an ongoing convergence between wireless and wired networks by way of technology reuse.  Secondly, there are strong intuitive potential benefits of CapEX and OpEx reduction in a harmonised IP centric service architecture & mechanisms that are adaptable to different bearer systems for delivery to both mobile and fixed user end points. Currently, this IP centric service architecture for TV content is generally referred to as ‘IPTV’. Which specific aspects of technology and/or standards based solutions to be harmonised for reuse in fixed, mobile, or vice versa, will be subject for further evaluation both from a technical feasibility as well as benefits standpoints.  To this end, OMA BCAST would like to initiate dialogue with a number of relevant SDOs and industry fora, including yours, to ascertain the potential of mutually beneficial collaboration.   

2 Proposal

It is very important for OMA BCAST to know the status of applicable ongoing standards and open specifications as input as we consider items for our next release. Specifically, BCAST would like to learn the following from your organisation perspective:

a) Any use cases and/or business requirements relevant to IPTV services that include mobile broadcast?

b) Any architecture and/or protocols which might form the basis towards converged IPTV services (both unicast and broadcast) delivered over fixed and mobile networks?
c) Any considerations for supporting the unique characteristics of mobile devices? 

BCAST welcomes potential involvement of your organisation and looks forward to your response.  We will of course be happy to answer any questions and to discuss any proposals from your side.
3 Requested Action(s)

Kindly ask ATIS IIF to provide the latest information of IPTV standard activities in your organisation, especially on the answers to the above questions.
4 Conclusion

OMA BCAST appreciates your cooperation on this particular topic.
With best regards, 
             Sungoh Hwang, 

Chair, Mobile Broadcast Services Working Group
Open Mobile Alliance
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