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19 June 2009
Musa Unmehopa

UNMEHOPA@alcatel-lucent.com
Dear Mr. Unmehopa,

Since our charter was accepted in March, 2008, IEEE P1903, known colloquially as Next Generation Service Overlay Network (NGSON), has been pursuing work as stated in our Scope:

“This standard describes a framework of Internet Protocol(IP)-based service overlay networks and specifies context-aware (e.g., such as required Quality of Service (QoS) level, type of service such as real-time vs. data, nature of data stream such as I-frame vs. B-frame, and type of terminal such as TV monitor vs. personal digital assistant), dynamically adaptive (e.g., using locally derived information to discover, organize, and maintain traffic flows in the network within a local area network), and self-organizing networking capabilities (e.g., developing network structures based on the needs of the customers and the capabilities of existing network structures), including advanced routing and forwarding schemes, and that are independent of underlying transport networks.”

Our initial output was a document giving our view of the motivations for the work and describing the capabilities and issues to be used in the basic considerations of service overlay network standardization. This White Paper entitled Draft White Paper for Next Generation Service Overlay Network gave us the opportunity to solidify our own views and is allowing us to communicate our intentions to other SDOs to begin cooperative

efforts with relevant SDOs. Please see link to the White Paper: 

http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/ngson/P1903_2008_0026-White_Paper.pdf 

 We believe we have a unique position in the area of service networking and would like to make sure that our actions are compatible with those SDOs working in other areas of service networking and are not duplicating or overlapping work with these other efforts, especially since we are interested in including interworking with wireless in NGSON.

Specifically, since you have and are working in the area of service networking, we offer you the opportunity to read the White Paper and comment on how you might see us working together for the betterment of both our activities. Other comments are also welcome.

We look forward to hearing back from you and to working with you in the future.

Rick Townsend
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