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	Working Party 5D

	LIAISON STATEMENT TO EXTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS
ON FEMTOCELLS, “FEMTO ACCESS NODES” 


ITU-R WP 5D would like to thank the External Organizations who responded to the inquiry from WP 5D’s 4th meeting for information on femtocells. The information was quite detailed and represented a broad cross section of industry views on femtocells.

At the 5th meeting of WP 5D, the responses were reviewed to determine what action would be taken at WP 5D on the femtocell topic. It was the sense of the meeting that the general idea of femto products should be described, and the information received from the external organizations could be used in a future report. At this time, however, no specific action from WP 5D is planned.

Based on a proposal from the UK, (Document 5D/493, “Proposal for a term to be adopted to describe ‘femtocells’”), and using the information received from the External Organizations, WP 5D developed the following common description of femtocells, which are referred to as “Femto Access Nodes”.

FEMTO ACCESS NODE
A Femto Access Node has the following characteristics:

•
It operates with low output power, and is intended to serve a small area (typically a home or small office).
•
It is part of a mobile network and uses the spectrum available to that network. Its transmissions, and the locations where it is permitted to transmit, are under the control of the network operator.
•
It may have open and/or restricted access to users of the network.
•
It is suitable for installation by either end users or the network operator (depending upon local regulation).
•
It avoids causing harmful interference to other networks or other cells in the same network, typically using automatic configuration (no manual site planning required).

•
It typically uses a broadband IP backhaul (e.g. DSL) connection to the operator’s network.

This description reflects the current state of the industry, and is not intended to constrain future developments in this area. WP 5D will continue to monitor this topic, and further information and comments from the External Organizations are always welcome (however, at this time, no response to this liaison is expected).
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