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Use of this document is subject to all of the terms and conditions of the Use Agreement located at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/UseAgreement.html.

Unless this document is clearly designated as an approved specification, this document is a work in process, is not an approved Open Mobile Alliance™ specification, and is subject to revision or removal without notice.

You may use this document or any part of the document for internal or educational purposes only, provided you do not modify, edit or take out of context the information in this document in any manner.  Information contained in this document may be used, at your sole risk, for any purposes.  You may not use this document in any other manner without the prior written permission of the Open Mobile Alliance.  The Open Mobile Alliance authorizes you to copy this document, provided that you retain all copyright and other proprietary notices contained in the original materials on any copies of the materials and that you comply strictly with these terms.  This copyright permission does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services.  The Open Mobile Alliance assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this document.

Each Open Mobile Alliance member has agreed to use reasonable endeavors to inform the Open Mobile Alliance in a timely manner of Essential IPR as it becomes aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published specification.  However, the members do not have an obligation to conduct IPR searches.  The declared Essential IPR is publicly available to members and non-members of the Open Mobile Alliance and may be found on the “OMA IPR Declarations” list at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ipr.html.  The Open Mobile Alliance has not conducted an independent IPR review of this document and the information contained herein, and makes no representations or warranties regarding third party IPR, including without limitation patents, copyrights or trade secret rights.  This document may contain inventions for which you must obtain licenses from third parties before making, using or selling the inventions.  Defined terms above are set forth in the schedule to the Open Mobile Alliance Application Form.

NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED) ARE MADE BY THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE OR ANY OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE MEMBER OR ITS AFFILIATES REGARDING ANY OF THE IPR’S REPRESENTED ON THE “OMA IPR DECLARATIONS” LIST, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, VALIDITY OR RELEVANCE OF THE INFORMATION OR WHETHER OR NOT SUCH RIGHTS ARE ESSENTIAL OR NON-ESSENTIAL.

THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE IS NOT LIABLE FOR AND HEREBY DISCLAIMS ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, PUNITIVE, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF DOCUMENTS AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENTS.

© 2011 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms set forth above.
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1. Scope

This document provides the OMA policy for including references to documents of external organizations in the OMA Specifications.  Attached to this policy are guidelines for the specific implementation of this policy.  

2. References

2.1 Normative References

	None
	


2.2 Informative References

	[OMAPROC]
	“OMA Organization and Processes”. Open Mobile Alliance. OMA‑ORG-Process‑V1_9 URL:http//www.openmobilealliance.org/

	
	

	
	


3. Terminology and Conventions

3.1 Conventions

This is an informative document, which is not intended to provide testable requirements to implementations.

3.2 Definitions

Two types of reference are considered here:
	Normative reference
	The whole or parts of a document to which it is necessary to conform in order to claim conformance to the specification containing the reference.

	Non-normative reference
	The whole or parts of a document where the referenced document has been used as supplementary information in the preparation of the specification or to assist the understanding or use of the specification and to which conformance is not necessary.


NOTE – The term “document” refers to output (such as standards, specifications, and implementation agreements) of other organizations (such as forums/consortia and standards development organizations).

Other defined terms as set forth in this policy and associated guidelines may be found in the Articles of Association and the Application Form, both available on the OMA Web site.

3.3
Abbreviations

	CA
	Co-operation Agreement

	CF
	Co-operation Framework

	OMA
	Open Mobile Alliance

	TP
	Technical Plenary

	
	


4. Introduction

As a specification-setting organization, OMA develops specifications that at times incorporate part or all of other organizations’ sps s ecifications or standards.  These s ss  pecifications and standards are “references”, materials necessary to implement or better understand the OM   A Specification that are not included in the text of the OMA Specification itself, but instead are referred to by it.  

References may be either normative or non-normative, as defined above.  This policy focuses on normative references since they create binding requirements upon the OMA Specification making the reference.  This policy is intended to cover references to both whole specifications from external organizations, as well as references to selected portions of such documents. It should also apply to references made to OMA documents.
4.1 Version 1.0

See Section 1 above.
5. Policy
5.1 Making a reference
OMA desires to foster overall quality of specifications and interoperability of implementations. The OMA specification development process is designed to achieve this aim (see OMA Process document). The maturity of the referenced documents within the OMA Specifications is an important factor in ensuring this aim.
Normative references in OMA approved Specifications should be made to stable documents (as considered stable in the referenced organization). When this is not practical, e.g. the desired document to reference is not stable and there are no reasonable or practical alternatives, a normative reference may be made to a document which is not yet stable (as considered not stable in the referenced organization). In this case, additional details of the status should be provided as described in the guidelines to this policy, and should include a path to updating the reference as soon as possible, if still necessary at the time of the update.  Particular attention shall be paid to referenced documents considered not stable by the referenced organization during approval of OMA Specifications to “candidate” and “approved” status for their continued suitability as references; their continued reference being conditional upon their maturity in the areas being referenced in the context of the OMA Specification status and the stated desire for overall quality and interoperability of OMA Specifications. 

When a document is normatively referenced in an OMA Specification, attention should be given to explicit normative references within the referenced document since by extension any conformance requirements in the sub-referenced document are binding on the OMA Specification.

Normative reference should not be made to informative documents.

5.2 Availability
OMA released Specifications, i.e. those which have been approved as "candidate" or "approved" by OMA, may only normatively reference specifications from external organizations which are publicly available to OMA members, as well as non-OMA members.    The guidelines to this policy set forth minimum requirements regarding such availability.
5.3 Intellectual Property Rights
When a normative reference is made, due consideration should be given by the working group to any intellectual property rights (as defined under OMA's Schedule to the Application Form) implicated by the normatively referenced documents. 
"Due consideration" for purposes of this section means that the TP working group will check to determine if OMA has entered into a Co-operation Agreement ("CA") or Co-operation Framework ("CF") with the external organization whose document is being considered for normative reference and if there is guidance on normative referencing in the CA or CF.

If there is no CA or CF or if there is no guidance in an existing CA or CF, the technical plenary liaison coordinator will send the External Liaisons Committee a request for review of whether or not to allow the normative reference.  In the process of its due consideration, the TP working group shall not discuss the terms of the other organization's intellectual property rights policy.

Examples of allowed questions by the TP working group on this subject:

(1) Does OMA have a CA or CF with the organization whose document is being considered for normative reference?

(2) Is there guidance in this CA or CF regarding how OMA should normatively reference?

(3) Are the documents that are proposed for normative referencing publicly available?
A disclaimer shall be inserted in every OMA Specification containing a normative reference to an external specification stating that OMA provides no assurances regarding any terms for implementation of this Specification.

5.4 Maintenance of normative referencing links
Since the validity and accuracy of normative references are critical to the integrity of the specifications, normative references should be maintained when specifications are initially created and when they are modified subsequently, i.e. whenever they are drafts for initial or subsequent major or minor releases but not service releases (as defined in the OMA process document).

6. Guidelines for including references to documents of other organizations in OMA Specifications
6.1 Overview

Below are guidelines to the Technical Plenary on implementing the policy for including references to documents of other organizations in OMA Specifications.  These guidelines deal with normative references and are intended to cover references to both whole specifications from external organizations as well as references to selected portions of such documents.
6.2 Definitions
Two types of reference are considered here:

(i) Normative reference ( The whole or parts of a document to which it is necessary to conform in order to claim conformance to the specification containing the reference.
(ii) Non-normative reference ( The whole or parts of a document where the referenced document has been used as supplementary information in the preparation of the specification or to assist the understanding or use of the specification and to which conformance is not necessary.
NOTE – The term “document” refers to output (such as standards, specifications, and implementation agreements) of other organizations (such as forums/consortia and standards development organizations).

Other defined terms as set forth in this document may be found in the Articles of Association and the Application Form, both available on the OMA Web site

6.3 Making a reference
When there is a reference to a document that is not considered stable in the referenced organization, a note should be added to the OMA Specification making such reference, that clearly states that the referenced document is not stable and, if possible, provides an indication of the potential date when it may become stable, and in the case of specific reference (see below), with the version number of the referenced document. 

The IOP working group should review the status of any normative references in the specification when making their interoperability validation preparations, and cooperate with the originating working group as appropriate in a pragmatic manner.
An OMA document being submitted for final approval, e.g. following the interoperability validation of a candidate specification, containing any normative reference that is not stable should be reviewed and a path to updating them should be identified if still necessary at the time of the update.   
A statement should be inserted as part of the normative references section of the normal document template stating that attention should be given to explicit normative references within the referenced document since by extension any conformance requirements in the sub-referenced document are binding on the OMA Specification.  The working group should proceed to review any explicit normative references in the referenced documents.

Normative reference should not be made to informative documents, and instead an informative reference should be made.
6.4 Availability
 When a working group decides to make a reference during the drafting of an OMA specification it should check it is available:

· in the English language from a publicly accessible source, preferably via the Internet (URL); 

· either free of charge or for a reasonable fee; and

· without additional contractual limitations whenever possible

OMA members (and non-OMA members accessing an OMA Specification) should not be required to be members of any other organization to gain access to a normatively referenced document.
6.5 Intellectual Property Rights
A disclaimer should be inserted as part of the normative references section of the normal document template stating, “There may or may not be intellectual property rights in respect to the normatively referenced documents.  The Open Mobile Alliance makes no representations, warranties, nor assurances regarding such intellectual property rights, including but not limited to the accuracy, completeness, validity or relevance of the information or whether or not such rights are essential or non-essential.”
6.6 Maintenance of normative referencing links
Since the validity and accuracy of normative references are critical to the integrity of the specifications, normative references should be maintained when specifications are initially created and when they are modified subsequently, i.e. whenever they are drafts for initial or subsequent major or minor releases but not service releases. 

Normative references may be "specific" or "non-specific".  A "specific" reference is a reference to the particular revision or version of the normatively referenced document.  In the case of a specific reference, because the validity of an URL can never be guaranteed, OMA may need to assess the situation regarding continuous availability of the referenced specification.

A "non-specific" reference is a reference to a deliverable of another organization that will apply to all future revisions and versions of the originally referenced document.  In the case of a non-specific reference, it would be in OMA’s interest to know when the referenced specification is updated, since it may trigger changes in the referencing specification. 

It is recommended that OMA uses specific references as much as possible.
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