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1 Reason for Contribution

The primary end result of the Common Functions work is new enablers in the OMA.  Such enablers will be specified in such a way that their functionality may be re-used by other enablers created by both the OMA and other Standards Organizations.  

Although the OMA Dictionary formally defines Common Function and the Common Functions Tracking Document defines the workflow for the Interfaces for Common Functions WID, there are still some open questions regarding Common Functions. This Input attempts to clarify the open questions by enumerating relevant questions and proposing answers to the questions.  The information is needed by ARCH itself but also must be communicated to other groups in the OMA.

2 Summary of Contribution

See Reason for Contribution.

3 Detailed Proposal

The questions and proposed answers are:

1. How will functionality designated as a Common Function be manifested in OMA? 

The OMA’s main product is interoperable enablers and as such, functionality designated as a Common Function will generally result in a new enabler. In some cases (e.g. the functionality is a data format or encoding), the functionality will be specified or referenced in ARCH’s Recommendations for Specification Developers deliverable as specified in the Architecture Specification Development WID (WID #089).

There is no inherent reason why enablers that resulted from the Common Functions work should carry that designation when the enabler is specified.  That is, such an enabler is simply just another enabler.


2. When requirements are created for an enabler that was designated as a Common Function will there be any special or unique requirements because of this designation?

When the resulting enabler’s documents (e.g. Requirements Document) are created, the responsible working group will not necessarily need to introduce additional requirements because of the original Common Functions designation.

3. What is the relationship between the Common Functions work and the OSE?

Today’s OSE specification is an umbrella document that attempts to rationalize the OMA’s enablers (i.e. define relationships between enablers).  Given that enablers resulting from the Common Functions work are just other enablers, there is no inherent need for the OSE to treat such enablers differently.


4. What is the relationship between the Common Functions work and the EPEM work?

The EPEM enabler may use enablers that have resulted from the Common Functions work.


5. What is the relationship between the Common Functions work and the OSPE work?

Although the OSPE work is still in its requirements phase, the expectation is that enablers resulting from the Common Functions work may be identified as components in the OSPE.


4 Intellectual Property Rights Considerations

None. 

5 Recommendation

1. ARCH should discuss each question and answer in section 3.  If the answer provided is not acceptable then ARCH should continue discussing the issues until there is consensus on an answer.

2. If other related high priority questions are missing then a) the missing questions and answers should also be discussed by ARCH and b) after consensus is reached, the questions and answers should be added to this FAQ.

3. After the questions and answers have been agreed upon by ARCH, they should be added to the Common Functions Tracking Document.
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