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1 Reason for Contribution

OMA-ARC-2006-0062 has been submitted by IBM. This contribution (#0063) comments and extends on #0062.
2 Summary of Contribution

Not only interfaces should be allowed in AD’s but also Reference Points (RP’s). The decision to use either RP’s or interfaces should be left to each WG.
3 Detailed Proposal

While we agree with the additions in #0062 explaining the difference of interfaces and RP’s, we believe that there is no clear guidance given on what to use in AD’s. Furthermore, we do not agree with the deletion of the original text from the AD Best Practices as proposed in #0062.
The use of RP’s is an equally valid method to draw architecture diagrams as are interfaces. Both have the same expression strength (i.e. can express the same details). In fact, other standards bodies such as 3GPP and 3GPP2 make use of RP’s to specify their architectures. In order to be able to communicate with them and ensure that OMA architectures are compatible with those from other standards bodies, we must allow ourselves to use RP’s as well as interfaces. The decision on which method to use has to be made on a case by case basis and is to be left to the respective WG.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation
Based on #0062 we propose the following text to be agreed as a change to the AD Best Practices document:

6.3 Should an AD use Interfaces or Reference Points?

Reference Points enumerate explicitely the two end points of a communication relationship whereas
 interfaces specify how to access a function without regard for who tries to access the function. It is preferable to use interfaces because this approach permits broader re-use of a function – interfaces allow ANY enabler or resource (e.g., applications) to make use of the function. However, there is no right or wrong answer here. Working groups may have specific needs (e.g. compatibility with architectures defined in other standards bodies) that suggest the use of Reference Points instead of interfaces. Ultimately, the decision is left to the working group. Please note the decision is not binary in that it may be appropriate for an architecture document to use both interfaces and reference points.

OMA’s root Architecture Document - the OMA Service Environment [OSE] –uses interfaces rather than Reference Points. 

See the Appendix C Reference Points versus Interfaces of [OSE] for more information on this subject.>
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