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Dear Musa,
My thanks for the OMA Architecture Working Group (ARC) Liaison Statement (OMA LS765, 20081105). It is encouraging to hear that the Parlay Service Access (PSA) work will continue to create/maintain standards to allow 3rd Party Access to Telecom enablers, and develop a supporting framework to ensure security and consistency.
The GSMA 3rd Party Access (ACCESS) project aims to (a) facilitate the portability of applications across operators, and (b) to reduce the barriers-to-entry that have so far hindered innovation on the mobile Web, and fixed/mobile convergence domains. This will encourage developers and smaller companies into consuming network enablers to achieve such innovation, and encourage operators to better utilize the capabilities heretofore locked in their networks. The project aims to promote a set of APIs (ONE API = Open Network Enablers) to achieve this.
The initial set of such capabilities for the ONE API is: messaging, location, charging, data connection profile and user profile.

As GSMA is not an SDO, ACCESS aims to reuse existing standards that can provide the technical specification these APIs. For the reasons you gave, the Parlay X work was identified early on as a prime candidate to enable our use cases. Since our use cases and functional requirements are for a lightweight, easy to learn and use API; we wish to:

a) Initially expose a proper subset of Parlay X API functionality that meets our functional requirements
b) Explore RESTful bindings for the same functionality. These have seen significant popularity in fixed Web APIs, and typically involve a fast route to integration. 
c) Provide a framework that will facilitate ONE API consumption across operators

d) Collaborate with developers to ensure a quality, relevant API package; via a public Beta portal where developers can view and contribute to evolving SDK material, and where operators can ensure conformance.
To answer your specific questions:

1) OMA PSA is an initiative to specify Web service interfaces and the associated framework. GSMA is an initiative to get Web developers using (primarily, but not exclusively mobile operator) network services, and looking at making network services less complex in line with the success of open, fixed Web APIs. We are happy to promote/reuse Parlay work, but in the interest of agility and best fit to the developer ecosystem, we will need to (1) profile Parlay WSDLs as a proper subset to reduce complexity and (2) explore RESTful bindings as security permits.
2a) Yes, our use of ‘standard’ is ambiguous; we want to reuse existing standards where possible. We also recognize that our work may create RESTful bindings of Parlay X functionality and we would like to feed that back to OMA. In the interest if an open Beta we would like to evaluate the demand and quality of such APIs, so that we can iterate them and ensure that developer needs are met. I will update the portal text accordingly to reflect this.
2b) Outputs are 1) an API recommendation for messaging, charging, data connection profile 2) an SDK of tutorials, referenced specifications, skeleton code etc. 3) A reference implementation to allow testing of application portability against multiple operator sandboxes, as well as how to manage the ‘framework’ aspect. We welcome expert collaboration from PSA in the ACCESS group, and to see how this could be scalable to RESTful bindings.

3) Thank you for the invite – although unlikely to be able to attend in person, I would be happy to deliver a project rationale and summary and take questions over the phone: please let me know if that is suitable. 
Finally, I fully agree that the telecoms industry needs to present a concerted, consistent face to developers in order to avoid fragmentation and confusion. We have already engaged with OMTP to explore synergies between ACCESS and BONDI, and we would be pleased to share the findings of ACCESS with other SDOs, as this can help provide a richer mobile development ecosystem. Most of the ACCESS member companies are long-standing OMA members, so it makes sense to collaborate in order to ensure alignment within such companies.

 The key selling point of the ACCESS project is that because it is run as an open, public Beta, we gain a developer ‘sanity check’ so that we can be told what needs to be corrected/added etc. in order to make the recommended standards more useable – by the people who will use them.  This will help the adoption of standards, not just by vendors and operators, but by the API consumers as well.
To summarise:

· GSMA Access will not be creating new standards, rather looking at profiling existing standards based on developer collaboration. Any requests for RESTful bindings will be fed back into OMA PSA.
· GSMA Access is looking at how to improve the process of creating and deploying Web applications across operators, through working with developers and operators to ensure a more agile environment. We are happy to share these learnings with the OMA and other SDOs.
My thanks for your support in the ACCESS project so far, and I look forward to continued engagement between OMA and GSMA.

Kind regards

Kevin

Kevin Smith, Project Leader GSMA 3rd Party Access

Vodafone R&D

kevin.smith@vodafone.com 
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