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1 Overview

We would like to inform you that the Open Mobile Alliance has created an enabler that defines an end-to-end framework for mobile broadcast. The term "Mobile Broadcast" refers to a broad range of broadcast services, which jointly leverage the unidirectional one-to-many broadcast paradigm and the bi-directional unicast paradigm in a mobile environment. The enabler was specified by the BCAST group within the Open Mobile Alliance. The Open Mobile Alliance creates its specifications agnostic of underlying networks and so, also the BCAST specification has been specified independent of the underlying network bearers. The enabler specifications have specified important functions that can be used for any IP based broadcasting service of audiovisual content (TV) and data files. Functions that are end-to-end specified are service discovery, service guides, service protection, interactivity, stream and file distribution, notification, service and terminal provisioning, roaming and charging. In BCAST version 1.0 specification, the current specifications have been specified in general for any IP Based broadcasting system, but adaptation specifications have been created in order to cater for the specific characteristics of 3 underlying bearer systems, i.e. DVB-H, MBMS and BCMCS.
During a recent meeting BCAST has identified work items for the BCAST 1.1 specification. BCAST has identified that there is a large support among BCAST members to extend the support of the BCAST specification for the xDSL network bearer. The drivers behind this are twofold. In the first lace there is an ongoing convergence between mobile and fixed in the industry. The second driver is that BCAST has recognised that mobile devices will have an increasing number of network connection technologies, Wifi being one among others. For example, via Wifi access points mobile devices could connect to content that is offered to the home via xDSL networks as part of an IPTV offering. In the light of these two developments BCAST has found compelling business drivers to consider the extension of the support of the BCAST IP based broadcast system towards fixed xDSL network bearers. 
BCAST will proceed with making an inventory of functionalities that can be reused from the current specifications and those that are required additionally for an xDSL bearer network. 

BCAST would like to learn whether TISPAN has any business requirements or whether their current architecture and protocols consider the support for mobile devices in their environment. If so, we would like to learn whether you consider using BCAST technology for the cases mentioned above?  If so, we would like to propose a closer cooperation. BCAST will also be happy to answer any further questions and to discuss any proposals TISPAN might have on this matter.
2 Requested Action(s)

None.
3 Conclusion

We thank you for your consideration.

With best regards, 

OMA BCAST WG
(Mobile Broadcast Services Working Group of Open Mobile Alliance)
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