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1 Reason for Contribution

Given recent discussion of provisioning WLAN configuration using WAP Client Provisioning, it is useful to consider the work of the WiFi® Alliance. This input contribution and presentation is a brief introduction to the WiFi Alliance and its work on Public Access standardization.
2 Summary of Contribution

The Wi-Fi Alliance is a non-profit international association formed in 1999 to certify interoperability of wireless Local Area Network products based on IEEE 802.11 specification. Currently the Wi-Fi Alliance has 205 member companies from around the world, and 915 products have received Wi-Fi certification since certification began in March of 2000. The goal of the Wi-Fi Alliance's members is to enhance the user experience through product interoperability.

In addition, the Wi-Fi Alliance WISPr subcommittee (Wireless Internet Service ProvideR) is involved in promoting the acceptance of wireless technology for ISPs to provide wireless Internet services to and throughout businesses and homes. The WISPr group is also involved in developing the growing public access and HotSpot markets, working with various organizations and companies to develop common billing and authorization systems so that mobile professionals can easily use their personal wireless ISP accounts at public wireless HotSpots worldwide.
In particular, the work that the WiFi Alliance is conducting on Public Access standardization is relevant to the OMA DM Working Group’s work on client provisioning and device management. Time permitting, we would like to make a short presentation at the London session of the DM WG meeting with a view to requesting establishment of a liaison relationship with the WiFi Alliance, if it is determined to be of use to the DM WG.

3 Detailed Proposal

See included presentation.
4 Intellectual Property Rights Considerations

None
5 Recommendation

The Device Management Working Group should consider establishing a liaison relationship with the Wi-Fi Alliance for the purpose of exchanging technical information regarding the provisioning of wireless devices.
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