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1 Overview

This Liaison statement is to inform WiMAX Forum of the OMA Device Management Working Group’s intention to create a new major version of the Device Management enabler.

2 Proposal

OMA DM is currently used by many service providers and operators around the world, and is included on many handsets. According to mobileeurope.co.uk, shipments of handsets supporting OMA DM grew by 159% between 2007 and 2008, and is also being considered by other technology companies and standards Fora, such as WiMAX Forum and CableLabs. Future growth is also expected, with Ovum predicting new mobile phone shipments supporting OMA DM to reach between 44-57% in 2008. 

It is the intention of the OMA Device Management working group to create a new major version of the OMA Device Management enabler (hereby known at OMA DM 2.0). This new enabler will  have a heavy emphasis on dealing with converged / multi-mode devices, and will include concepts and requirements from the recent OMA Converged Device Management BoF (CDM BoF) (Undertaken 2007). The OMA DM working group is expecting to further enhance the functionality of OMA DM, (including security functionality) in addition to converged devices. 
The CDM BoF arrived at this definition of a converged device: 

A set of operations / activities that result in the configuration and management of devices that support one or more bearer technologies for services that can be consumed using one or more of those bearer technologies.  These operations / activities help in configuring the devices for continuity of services across networks and across devices (when the service can be consumed by a user using one or more devices). 

Further information may be garnered from the OMA DM working group’s DM 2.0 Work Item Description document available from the OMA portal (http://www.openmobilealliance.org).    
The OMA DM working group wishes to know if the WiMAX Forum is working on any technologies related to this, whether this be device management, convergence, etc. If so, the OMA DM working group may be interested in setting up a workshop that would allow for the transfer of ideas, requirements, issues, etc.

Additionally, the OMA DM working group would suggest that member companies of WiMAX Forum send delegates to the OMA DM working group as an alternative method of ensuring that WiMAX Forum’s requirements are reflected in the OMA DM 2.0 protocol.

Please note that OMA has mandated fixed timescales for all new enablers, including DM 2.0. (DM 2.0 has the time line of finishing requirements gathering by November 2009, and finishing technical specs by October 2010.)
3 Requested Action(s)

WiMAX Forum is kindly requested to respond prior to January 16, 2009.
4 Conclusion

The OMA DM Working Group would like to thank WiMAX Forum for their interest in Device Management activities and looks forward to continue our cooperation.
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