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Liaison Statement

Information from the Mobile Technical Committee of the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium to the Open Mobile Alliance IOP PRC and DS working groups concerning the CalConnect Mobile Calendar Interoperability Test Suite.

	Date:
	June 20th, 2007

	To:
	The Open Mobile Alliance IOP PRC & DS Working Groups

	Source:
	The Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium

	Send Replies to:
	Dave Thewlis, Executive Director
Calconnect - The Calendaring and Scheduling Consortium
+1 707 840 9391 (voice) · +1 707 498 2238 (mobile)
http://www.calconnect.org · Dave.Thewlis@calconnect.org

	Contact(s):
	Mark Paterson, OMA Liaison contact for Calconnect 

mark.paterson@oracle.com


Overview

The MOBILE Technical Committee (TC-Mobile) of the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium (CalConnect) recently published a white paper titled, “The benefits of iCalendar for the mobile industry”. This report is available directly at: 

http://www.calconnect.org/publications/iCalendarforthemobileindustryv1.0.pdf
The white paper explains the advantages of having the mobile industry move from vCalendar (the predominant data object format used by most players within the mobile space) to iCalendar (RFC 2445).

CalConnect believes that Mobile calendaring is something users want but it has to be something they can rely on. The mobile industry must overcome the current issues related to interoperability. The starting point for this is the wide spread adoption of iCalendar. CalConnect however realizes that the move from vCalendar to iCalendar will take some time and is not the solution on its own. In order to improve the user experience more interoperability testing focused on the actual exchange of Calendar data is required.

CalConnect recognizes that OMA DS test specifications are focused, as they should be, on validating the OMA DS Enabler specifications but these tests alone are not sufficient to ensure interoperable calendaring solutions. TC-Mobile is attempting to fill this void by authoring a set of tests uniquely focused on the exchange of calendar data (i.e. meetings, day events, tasks, contacts).

Proposal

Given the experience that both the OMA DS and OMA IOP PRC working groups have in the area of OMA DS testing, TC-Mobile would like to make each group aware of the initial release of “CalConnect - Mobile Calendar Interoperability Test Suite” and solicit feedback from both groups as to its usefulness and completeness.

In addition, TC-Mobile is looking for feedback on how best to encourage implementers to make use of the test suite. The TC feels that it is important to get implementers together in some form of testing event and is presently considering the following three ideas:

1. Including a new IOP track as part of existing CalConnect Interoperability Test Events (CITEs)

2. Hosting a special CalConnect CITE focused exclusively on mobile calendaring testing (perhaps at a location and date that would parallel an OMA TestFest event in some manner which makes it easy for participants to easily attend both).

3. Promoting the use of the CalConnect Test Suite at an OMA TestFest Event.

If the OMA DS and OMA IOP PRC working groups are interested in providing feedback on these topics then TC-Mobile would like to suggest setting up a joint session (most likely a conference call) to allow such feedback. TC-Mobile would provide access to the test suite prior to the session to give people time to review it.

If this is agreeable then TC-Mobile would like to ask that the OMA DS and OMA IOP PRC working groups reply to this liaison request indicating such. The chairs of the different groups can then arrange an appropriate time for the joint session.

Conclusion

CalConnect would like to express its gratitude to the OMA IOP PRC and DS working groups for considering this request. In addition Calconnect would like to thank the OMA Data Synchronization working group for providing valuable initial input at our last joint meeting on IOP problem areas.

Further information concerning the Calendaring & Scheduling Consortium can be found at the following URL:

http://www.calconnect.org
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