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1. Description and Goals

The Interoperability group will act as a center of excellence to identify, specify and maintain the required processes, policies and test programs for ensuring interoperability for OMA specified enablers and end-to-end services.

  The Interoperability group will continuously consolidate all present and future affiliate IOP groups to secure a common understanding of the ongoing IOP activities, study and understand best practices in the IOP area.

2. SCOPE

 OMA Interoperability group is responsible for providing interoperability of the enablers included in OMA scope, as well as to provide end-to-end interoperability test cases at a service level as defined by OMA. This will be handled over the interfaces specified by the OMA architecture.

Interoperability work in OMA is a crucial aspect of providing quality end-to-end services, and thus, member company contributions and participation is expected across all member categories.
3. Criteria for Success

The success of Interoperability group is measured by:

· Timeliness in implementing required processes and policies for ensuring OMA interoperability

· Success in harmonizing the diverse IOP processes currently underway to the common IOP process.

· Consistent representation from all OMA membership categories.

4. Duration

The Interoperability group is an essential part of the OMA working structure and its duration is the same as the duration of the OMA itself. The charter of the Interoperability group is reviewed and updated annually or as required.

5. Schedule and Deliverables

The Interoperability group will deliver the necessary processes, policies and requirements for interoperability. 

It will also deliver needed test tools and detailed test case descriptions for testing of products and services, both on enabler level and end-to-end service level. 

This work will be on-going based on schedules and progress of other OMA groups, and will be prioritized based on input and guidance from other OMA groups.

Provide guidance to release planning committee regarding OMA Enabler and Interoperability releases.

The Interoperability group will also gather information and document industry-wide best practices regarding and interoperability testing.

6. Resource Requirements

To ensure representation and proper distribution of information, representation in Interoperability group meetings is required from Interoperability sub-group chairmen.

OMA staff assistance is required in arranging meetings, OMA email and web site services for member access and FTP access.

Secretary support for IOP group activities.

7. Overlap with External Organisations

The Interoperability group will liaise with related groups from external organisations as required, using any existing OMA processes for this purpose.

8. Co-ordination with other OMA Activities

The Interoperability group will coordinate interoperability related activities with affiliate IOP groups and will liaise with other OMA groups regarding OMA interoperability issues.

The Interoperability group's progress and deliverables will be reported and presented for approval to the technical plenary. 

On financial issues, The Interoperability group will report to the IOP BOD Committee as directed by the OMA Board of Directors.

9. OMA IOP Input requirments

The deliverables of the Interoperability group will be dependent on the following deliverables of other OMA groups:

· Use cases and requirements as provided by the OMA Requirements group

· Architecture definitions provided by the OMA Architecture group

· Technical specifications as provided by the OMA technical working groups

· Funding estimates as provided by the OMA BOD via the IOP BOD Committee

OMA IOP is also very dependent on active participation to OMA Interoperability work from all member categories.
10. Meetings and Communication

The Interoperability group meetings are arranged during the OMA meetings. The Interoperability group and its sub-groups may have their own meetings. Intermediate meetings can be arranged at any time when needed, following the existing OMA processes. The Interoperability group uses the mailing list, which is archived, for communication. The Interoperability group maintains a web page in the OMA web site for storing documents.

11. Membership

Open to all interested members of OMA, according to participation rules of membership classes.
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