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1 Reason for Contribution

In some situations where a SET has communications access (e.g. access to a WLAN, LAN, DSL), it may not be possible for the H-SLP to initiate location by use of SMS, WAP Push or UDP/IP. This may occur if the H-SLP cannot determine the SET IP address and the SET is accessing a network that either does not support or does not support correct interworking with SMS or WAP Push. In such cases, location requests initiated by a SUPL Agent via the H-SLP will fail. This contribution proposes usage of an optional registration capability whereby the SET, in certain circumstances, provides and updates its IP address to the H-SLP.

R01: indicated by change bars.

2 Summary of Contribution

Usage of a new registration capability is discussed to support network initiated positioning for access networks that do not provide normal interworking with 3GPP and 3GPP2 home networks.
3 Detailed Proposal

1. User Cases

Particularly when accessing packet mode (IP) based services, a SET may not always be registered or fully registered in its home HLR/HSS or AAA server. Situations where a SET may not be registered or fully registered include the following.

(a) A SET user has a subscription (temporary or permanent) to more than one ISP and/or VoIP provider and, at certain times, receives service from a provider that is neither its home 3GPP or 3GPP2 operator nor a roaming partner of the home operator. Examples: use of a hotel or airport WLAN; use of a wireline based VoIP provider; use of a company provided LAN/VoIP capability.

(b) A SET user accesses a WLAN with an association to the user’s home PLMN, but chooses to use WLAN Direct IP Access mode in which the home network provides AAA support but does not provide (or receive) the IP address assigned to the SET.

(c) A SET receives TCP/IP access via some other end device (e.g. laptop TCP/IP access via an IP enabled cell phone).

(d) A SET receives TCP/IP access via a VPN (e.g. VPN tunnel to a corporate LAN)

In other situations, such as WLAN 3GPP or cdma2000 IP access, the IP address assigned to the SET may be obtainable from the home AAA server in the case of 3GPP or by using Dynamic DNS (DDNS) in the case of 3GPP2. However, if the H-SLP or AAA server has not been upgraded to support the appropriate query, or if a 3GPP2 PIDF or HA providing simple or mobile IP access, respectively, does not support DDNS, the IP address may not be practically obtainable by the H-SLP.

For these user cases, WAP Push and SMS will not work and UDP/IP will only work if the H-SLP already has the SET’s IP address – e.g. from a previous SET initiated location request if there happened to be one.
There is also another user case that cannot be supported in current SUPL but may be of interest to some users and operators. This would provide SUPL support to devices (e.g. laptop computers) that do not normally (or ever) make use of cellular wireless access but have other wireless capability such as WiFi. By enabling these devices to register their current IP address with the H-SLP, it becomes possible to support network initiated positioning. This could be particularly useful for applications like asset tracking and recovery of an (expensive) lost device in addition to locating the user associated with the device.
To support the above user cases, it is proposed to explore the option of allowing a SET to register its current IP address in the H-SLP.

2. Registration Details

It is suggested that when a SET acquires IP connectivity using neither its home PLMN nor a roaming partner of its home PLMN that it instigate a registration with the H-SLP as illustrated below.
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Figure 1: SET Registration in the H-SLP

A. The SET obtains IP connectivity via an access network that is not its home network or a roaming partner of its home network. The SET then uses the default address provisioned by the Home Network to establish a secure TCP/IP connection to the H-SLP.

B. The SET sends a SUPL REGISTRATION message to register its assigned IP address with the H-SLP. The SUPL REGISTRATION message contains a session-id and the SET IP address. Note that with Mobile IP, the assigned IP address would be the remote IP address assigned by the Home Agent.

C. The H-SLP returns a SUPL REGISTRATION ACK containing an optional Repeat Timer (RT) and optional address flag.

Editors Note: a minimum and maximum value for RT will need to be defined. In addition, there could be a default RT value defined for ULP and the possibility of provisioning a different default value in the SET for use when no RT value is returned by the H-SLP.
D. Either after RT has expired (whether or not the address flag was returned in step C) or whenever the assigned IP address changes if the address flag was returned in step C, the SET may repeat step A if the secure TCP/IP connection was released, and step B. This repetition is not needed if the SET now has IP connectivity from its home network or a roaming partner of its home network. In addition, the SET may defer repetition of steps A and B if there may be some cost or load penalty in performing these steps (e.g. if the SET has lost previous IP connectivity and has not yet obtained new IP connectivity for load or billing reasons).
E. The H-SLP repeats step C but with a possibly different value of RT and possibly different inclusion/exclusion treatment of the address flag. Changes in RT and to the address flag may be based, for example, on the longevity of both the assigned IP address and public IP address (at the IP level) if different. In between steps C and D, the H-SLP but not the SET may instigate release of the secure TCP/IP connection established in step A.

3. IP Addressing Details

If NAT is used by the access network, the IP address provided in steps B and D will not match the SET’s public IP address. To overcome this, the H-SLP can inspect the received IP packets and compare the source IP address at the IP level with the IP address at the SUPL level. If these are the same, the IP address can be assumed to be valid. If the addresses differ, the H-SLP can assume that NAT is being used and use the public IP address provided at the IP level. The H-SLP can then maintain the secure TCP/IP connection established in step A to avoid the risk of losing the capability to send IP packets to the SET due to packet filtering by a NAT gateway. Alternatively or in addition, the H-SLP can provide a lower retry timer (RT value) to the SET to reduce the delay in verifying that the SET still has the same public IP address. In the case of NAT, a lower RT value will also help avoid removal of the public-private IP address binding in a NAT gateway due to lack of IP traffic to and from the SET.

4. Security Details

The alternative authentication mechanism used in SUP 1.0 for proxy mode is not applicable to Figure 1 since bearer level authentication cannot be performed (as the SET IP address is no longer obtained from a trusted entity). To support mutual authentication in this case, the PSK-TLS GBA variant defined for SUPL 1.0 can be used which would impact both the H-SLP and SET. PSK-TLS GBA authentication would then operate exactly as specified in SUPL 1.0 (e.g. for any of the SET initiated location user cases). There would be no impact to any access network used by the SET, since the GBA procedure involves only the SET, the H-SLP and a BSF (Bootstrapping Server Function) in the home PLMN.

Other solutions are also possible if the security capabilities in SUPL 1.0 are extended. For example, PSK-TLS authentication could be used if a PSK is pre-stored securely in both the SET and H-SLP. This method is already defined in SUPL 1.0 for 3GPP2 proxy mode and might be extended to 3GPP (as an alternative to using GBA).

Support of GBA or some PSK-TLS alternative may well be a complex addition with regard to implementation and testing since it has not been (widely) deployed so far for SUPL 1.0. But if some solution is not supported, it will not only not be possible to support network initiated location procedures for the types of user cases described in section 1, but also SET initiated location procedures will be unsupported because these also will require mutual authentication during the establishment of IP connectivity. That could lead to long periods of SUPL unavailability for certain users.

 For this reason, it is proposed to add a registration capability in SUPL 2.0. The actual use of the capability can, of course, be controlled (e.g. provisioned) by network operators. Thus where a SET or H-SLP does not support the procedure or the associated authentication, the procedure would not be invoked.
5. Network and SET Load Issues

The H-SLP is able to control the frequency of SET Registration attempts through the RT timer and address flag returned in step C. This means the H-SLP can reduce its own load if needed at the expense in some cases of not receiving the latest SET IP address. The SET can also defer attempting a new Registration if there may be some load or billing issue. However, if the SET has IP connectivity (e.g. has already been billed) and either the RT timer set by the H-SLP (or provisioned in the SET) has expired or there has been a change of IP address for which the H-SLP requires Registration, then there is no reason not to resend the Registration to keep the H-SLP updated.
4 Intellectual Property Rights
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5 Recommendation

It is recommended to define a capability allowing a SET to register its current IP address in the H-SLP. For the time being, additional security procedures (other than GBA) to enable the H-SLP to authenticate the SET are not proposed.
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