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November 18th, 2008
To:
Larry Young, Location WG Chairman, OMA

Haeyoung Jun, Location WG Vice-Chairman, OMA
From:  WiMAX Forum Network Working Group (NWG)
Subject:  Support for Location and Positioning Technologies
Dear Larry and Haeyoung,

WiMAX utilizes two location protocols, namely OMA SUPL and IETF HELD, for the R2 interface between MS and Location Server. These are both maintained outside the WiMAX forum.

NWG has noted the discussions and draft WIDs in OMA LOC with respect to extending positioning functionality in SUPL complementing, amongst others, the underlying 3GPP and 3GPP2 positioning protocols. NWG encourages the OMA LOC to further improve positioning technologies by supporting novel measurement types, assistance data and positioning methods beyond the capabilities of the currently utilized 3GPP/3GPP2 protocols.

NWG would also like to make OMA LOC aware that WiMAX’s other location protocol, IETF HELD, could similarly benefit from the new functionality. IETF HELD already uses a modular approach using different XML schemas for assistance data delivery and measurement transfer and could easily reuse the new SUPL functionality if it was defined in a similar manner.

As a customer of SUPL, NWG would like OMA LOC to define the positioning, measurement and assistance data functionalities so they can be reused externally by other location protocols such as HELD.  That would allow NWG the flexibility to reuse those modules, while OMA LOC maintains and manages the future evolution of those objects.

The NWG would like to thank OMA Location Working Group for their making a location solution that is also reusable outside OMA.
Best Regards,
NWG Officers:

Prakash Iyer, Chair, NWG

Max Riegel, Co-Chair, NWG

Yong Chang, Co-Chair, NWG

cc: Muthaiah Venkatachalam, LBS Lead, NWG
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