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Location WG Charter

1. Description and Goals

The OMA Location Working Group develops specifications to ensure interoperability of Mobile Location Services on an end-to-end basis, as well as to provide technical expertise and consultancy on Mobile Location Services for other groups of OMA.

2. Scope

The OMA Location WG covers the primary aspects of Mobile Location Services including an End-To-End Architectural Framework with relevant application and contents interfaces, privacy and security, charging and billing, and roaming. The group works with industry organizations and other OMA groups to ensure interoperability of specifications and to address new opportunities for collaboration.

3. Criteria for Success

The success of the OMA Location WG is measured by:
· Wide-scale adoption of the Location WG specifications in the industry. Wide-scale adoption of the Location WG specifications in the industry.

· Integration of new OMA affiliates into the OMA Location WG as assigned by OMA TP.
· Timeliness in identifying and solving problems, conflicts, and challenges.
· Timeliness in integration of already existing input from organisations, as they are consolidated, to ensure an effective and speedy migration path.
· Timeliness in initiating appropriate new activities.
· Conducting interoperability testing for Location.
· Work along the worksplits agreed with external organizations. 

4. Duration

As an emerging enabler, the scope of Location Enabler is expected to evolve over time.  To support this evolution, the OMA Location WG will be an ongoing group with a charter that will be reviewed annually and updated as required. 

5. Schedule and Deliverables

The schedule and deliverables of the Location WG will be those undertaken by the group as a whole resulting from the assignment of work items by or the enhancement of existing deliverables with the concurrence of the Technical Plenary. This means specifically:
· Maintenance of all OMA Location specifications 
· Convergence of LIF and WAPF location protocol specifications as needed.

· Roaming deliverables according to the Roaming Work Item, including a protocol specification to support communication between network-based location servers. 

· Location Privacy concepts including harmonization with more general privacy approaches. Especially, a Privacy Checking Protocol is being developed. Note that this protocol offers both privacy checking requests as well as verinym/pseudonym resolution.

· Planning and defining the next generation of Location Enabler protocols in the context of the Architecture Overview Work Item.

· Harmonizing and standardizing diverse proprietary user plane solutions for A-GPS (Assisted GPS) location over IP transport.

· Other essential deliverables will cover alignment of the protocols mentioned above to the Web Services Framework as specified in other WGs of OMA, compliance to future cellular standard releases, and advanced location services, e.g., geospatial services.
6. Resource Requirements

The OMA Location WG requires the following support from Forapolis and OMA staff:

· Committee meeting organization and facilitation during the OMA plenary meetings

· Web site home page and mail reflector administration

· Secretary and Minute taker support during meetings (physical and telephone conferences)

· Telephone conference facilities

· Occasional support by a Technical Writer

Active OMA Location WG member company participants are expected to:

· Participate in face-to-face meetings and telephone conferences when required

· Allocate sufficient time for design proposals, discussion, specification review and editing, or serving as WI champions.

7. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

The OMA Location WG interfaces with external organisations that have technologies which are referenced by, or have impact on, the OMA Location Specifications. Currently, the group is in liaison contact with 3GPP, 3GPP2, and the GSM Association. 

8. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

Overlap with other OMA Working Groups is small but cooperation with other groups is undertaken according to the OMA working procedures. 

· Specifically, this applies to the OMA Requirements WG which informally and/or formally reviews Location’s Work Item proposals and Requirement Documents. 

· In addition, Architecture Documents are sent to the Architecture WG for review. 

· Specifications in Candidate status should be subjected to interoperability testing in conjunction with the IOP WG.
9. Dependencies to OMA Specifications

Future Location Enabler protocols will follow guidance of the relevant OMA groups.

10. Meetings and Communication

The Location WG regularly meets during the OMA Plenary meeting weeks. The Location WG will also participate in the OMA-organized WG meetings. In addition to physical meetings, weekly or bi-weekly telephone conference calls are held. Additional Interim meetings will be scheduled on an as needed basis.  

The primary electronic means of communication and cooperation is the OMA portal. Location’s mailing list is only of informational character.

11. Membership

The Location WG is open to all OMA Sponsor, Full and Associate member companies.
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