Guidelines on linking to European Commission information available on the web

The following guidelines should be respected when establishing hyperlinks to European Commission information available on the web (Europa server and related websites) from corporate intranets, extranets, off-line media or publicly available Internet resources (commonly referred to as ‘sites’ below).

(a) Links should be made only to the Europa homepage or to pages displaying the short legal notice referring to the Commission general disclaimer and copyright notices: ‘IMPORTANT LEGAL NOTICE. The information on this site is subject to a disclaimer and a copyright notice.’

(b) If links are made from a frames-based site, the Commission pages should not be displayed as frames within that site in a way that encourages users to misunderstand the true origin of the pages.

(c) When accessing the Commission pages via a link, it should be perfectly clear to users of the other site that they are viewing information which is not exclusive or dependent on a fee for access.

(d) Links from another site should not be established by ‘illustrating’ them with official logos or trademarks owned or licensed by the Commission, i.e. the link should be purely textual (for example, ‘Further information is available from the Europa server’).

(e) Equally important and related to point (d) above is that links should not be put in a context which encourages users to believe that the Commission endorses, or supports, the objectives or contents of the other site, or the organisation managing it.

(f) As soon as a link has been created, the webmaster of the Europa server (e-mail: europawebmaster@cec.eu.int) should be notified. Should the link originate from a publicly available Internet resource, the notification has to be accompanied by the URL of the page where the link appears, to allow the Europa webmaster to check whether the present guidelines have been respected by the other site.

Requests for additional information, as well as questions on the above, may be sent to the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, Author Services, Copyright Section, fax (352) 29 29-42755, 

e-mail: opoce-info-copyright@cec.eu.int 
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