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1 Reason for Change

Analysis and recommendation on Profile, relationships and group features with respect to the MSN white paper are provided. 
Some of the information present in this CR has been obtained from: “A Standards-based, Open and Privacy-aware Social Web” W3C Incubator Group Report 6th December, 2010.

Link: http://www.w3.org/2005/Incubator/socialweb/XGR-socialweb-20101206/#Profiles 
R01
R02: Changes made based on comments from Honolulu meeting; However, since R02 could not be uploaded, created a new document number.
#31R01: Updated based on comments from CC on Feb 22nd, 2011
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

N/A
3 Impact on Other Specifications

N/A
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended to the group to accept the change proposed in this contribution.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Change in Gap analysis table
8.1 Gap Analysis

<< Create a table listing all the main identified SN features, and the corresponding technologies available, either from OMA or from the ‘web’ paradigm (the ones cited in section 5.2.1), and some “brief” comment on a specific recommendation (e.g. use OMA enabler x as is, make OMA enabler evolve to add standard X support, create OMA MSN enabler endorsing standard Y to support these features, etc)

The recommendation section can gather such specific recommendations into high-level indications.

DELETE THIS COMMENT >>

This section provides the gap analysis with regard to the features related to MSN by identifying the available technologies/initiatives  and reflecting relevant OMA-enablers along with the possible recommendations.

For each feature, a short explanation is further provided to illustrate concretely the current situation within the OMA and provide recommendation.

	Feature
	Most relevant OMA enablers or initiatives
	Other most relevant initiatives
	Recommendation

	Identity
	
	
	

	Profile
	CAB, Profile XDM, SUPM
	XRD, WebFinger, HCard, FOAF, POCO, OpenSocial, OpenID, SIOC
	WebFinger can be used to discovery the type of user profile.

XML based initiatives like FOAF/SIOC are suitable data format for Social Web.
OMA-CAB can be used for profile, however, it needs to be evolved to support SNS features like relationships

	Privacy
	
	
	

	Relationships
	
	
	

	Content sharing
	
	
	

	Activities
	
	
	

	Follow-up actions
	
	
	

	Private messages
	
	
	

	Groups
	
	
	

	Search
	
	
	

	Client Web API
	
	
	

	Data Portability
	
	
	


Change 2:  Change in profile section

8.1.2 Profile
The information used to generate the profile of a SN user differs widely depending on the scope and interest of the SNS (e.g., academic SNs, professional SNs, video SNs, gaming SNs), thus making it difficult to identify and recommend one or more existing initiatives that can completely satisfy all the requirements.
There exist various initiatives like OMA-CAB, OMA Profile XDM, OMA SUPM, POCO, HCard and FOAF associated with profile. To better address the variegated requirements associated with profile, the gap analysis and recommendations are discussed under the following categories:
1. Discovery of user profile based on user identity

2. Data format representations of user profile to represent profile information
3. Management interfaces for user profile 
Discovery of user profile is the key to the discovery of multiple types of profile data, repositories or interfaces corresponding to a given user identity. OpenID and WebFinger are the two common initiatives associated with the discovery based on user identity. 
OpenID uses unique URL to identify the users and allow a requesting party to access profile related information from the identity provider. Although the use of URLs offers great readability and discoverability, they suffer from a not user friendly experience and UI/UX design issues. 
On the other hand, WebFinger uses email address as a unique identifier. It is based on the WebFingerProtocol [WebFingerProtocol] which assists to obtain an XRD XML file describing how to find a user’s public meta-data (XRD is a XML file format for discovering what capabilities a particular profile provider has). This public meta-data may be associated with the user’s public profile data, pointer to identity provider (such as OpenID server), public key or profile data (e.g. nickname, full name, etc).
OMA Enablers like MSF, XDM and CAB allow generic search/discovery including user profile and more details are discussed in Section 8.1.10 of this White paper.

Regarding data formats, data portability is a major concern. From the user’s perspective, providing same set of data to multiple SNs is a drawback. Semantic web formats like FOAF and SIOC are the initiatives that model user information and user-generated content in machine readable format and facilitate portable data. Both FOAF and SIOC adopt RDF and may be written in XML syntax or any other of the syntaxes of RDF such as RDFa. 
JSON is a contender to XML in data formats. It is considered to be simpler than XML with its smaller grammar and considered to be faster too. However, due to the wide spread availability of XML it is a more commonly used/returned format from the APIs available to extract data from Social Web. 
Furthermore, initiatives like OpenSocial handle data portability by providing APIs to let applications (widgets) access data and networks from multiple SNs.
Regarding management interfaces for user profile, management interfaces are related to creation, deletion and updating of user profiles. OMA Enablers like CAB, Profile XDM and SUPM address aspects related to management of user profiles. 

The Profile XDM Specification of OMA defines naming conventions, data semantics, and validation constrains related to a User Profile. The Profile XDM facilitates basic operations like search, subscription and restore operations on the user data.
The OMA SUPM enabler allows an authorized principal (i.e. applications and/or enablers) to manipulate (i.e. create/ read/ update/ delete) Services User Profile data (they may be static and dynamic), i.e. any element or group of element belonging to a Service Provider managed set of information related to a User that may be used to create personalized and contextualised services. To do so, the SUPM enabler has the ability to transform the format of data between that (either supplied or received) on the SUPM interface and the underlying data sources and to expose an aggregated view of the Service User Profile. 
OMA CAB enabler provides detailed set of elements and sub-elements related to a User’s profile that can be used to create different types of profiles compared to other initiatives like POCO and hCard. Furthermore, the availability of contact views in CAB allows a MSN user to easily create profiles suitable to different SN sites. In addition, OMA-CAB has provision for the use of elements from other namespaces for the purpose of extensibility.
In conclusion, WebFinger is recommended as a mechanism to identify the specific type of user profile. XML is a suitable data format representation for Social Web.

Furthermore, it may be noted that although there are parts of OMA Enablers like CAB and Profile-XDM that can be used directly; there is a lack of support to create or define relationships which is an important features in MSN.
Based on this observation, it is recommended that a standard based approach should evolve while reusing the available features and functionalities in OMA Enablers to facilitate creation and management of a profile from MSN perspective. 



Change 3:  Add WebFingerProtocol to References section
	[WebFingerProtocol]
	“WebFinger Protocol", http://code.google.com/p/webfinger/wiki/WebFingerProtocol


Change 4:  
Change 5:  
Change 6:  
Change 7:  
Change 8:  
Change 9:  
Change 10:  
Change 11:  












NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED) ARE MADE BY THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE OR ANY OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE MEMBER OR ITS AFFILIATES REGARDING ANY OF THE IPR’S REPRESENTED ON THE “OMA IPR DECLARATIONS” LIST, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, VALIDITY OR RELEVANCE OF THE INFORMATION OR WHETHER OR NOT SUCH RIGHTS ARE ESSENTIAL OR NON-ESSENTIAL.

THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE IS NOT LIABLE FOR AND HEREBY DISCLAIMS ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, PUNITIVE, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF DOCUMENTS AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENTS.

USE OF THIS DOCUMENT BY NON-OMA MEMBERS IS SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE USE AGREEMENT (located at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/UseAgreement.html) AND IF YOU HAVE NOT AGREED TO THE TERMS OF THE USE AGREEMENT, YOU DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO USE, COPY OR DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT.

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED ON AN "AS IS" "AS AVAILABLE" AND "WITH ALL FAULTS" BASIS.

© 2011 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 1 (of 5)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-ChangeRequest-20110101-I]

© 2011 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 5 (of 5)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-ChangeRequest-20110101-I]

