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1 Reason for Contribution

The TP meeting in London agreed to change the default setting of all documents to “Public”, where a choice between public and confidential is given, and that for documents marked confidential there should be a field where the reason for confidentiality is indicated. The TP also agreed that Requirements Documents shall be made “Public” from the start.

However, OMA specifications following on from the RD still have the default status “OMA confidential” until they are agreed by the working group to be sufficiently stable to change status to “public”.

This contribution proposes that Technical Plenary takes the next step towards implementing the OMA openness policy and makes all OMA specifications public from the initial draft.

The reasons for this are the same as outlined in the Board presentation to London (OMA-TP-2003-0568), namely that keeping our draft documents confidential is negatively perceived by external organisations, and that it facilitates collaborative working with external organisations.

The availability of early drafts of OMA specifications on the public web site does not imply any level of agreement by OMA, and this is already made clear in the cautionary text at the beginning of all OMA specifications.

2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution proposes that subsequent OMA deliverables following on from the RD shall have the status “public” from the initial draft, and that as agreed in London any OMA specification designated as “OMA confidential” should include explanatory text indicating the reason for confidentiality.

3 Detailed Proposal

It is recommended that all OMA specifications shall have the “public” status, from the time when the first draft is available as clarified in this proposal.

What are the next steps needed to achieve this?

(a) The plenary needs to agree the approach, and request that this amendment to the Openness Policy be presented to the Board for its approval (this can be done at the L.A. Technical Plenary meeting);

(b) The OMA Board will need to confirm whether an amendment to the Openness Policy is needed, and if so, approve the change;

(c) after Board approval, to implement this change Technical Plenary should request all working groups to mark the input contributions accompanying all OMA specifications to have “public” status, even if it is the first draft, so that the OMA specifications can be made available on the public part of the OMA web site as early as possible.

4 Intellectual Property Rights Considerations

None

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that all OMA specifications shall have the “public” status, from the time when the first draft is available as clarified in this proposal.

It is recommended that the Technical Plenary agree this approach, and that this amendment to the Openness Policy be presented to the Board for its approval.
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