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Attachments: 
Overview of the Linux Phone Standards Forum
The Linux Phone Standards (LiPS) Forum would like to propose to the Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) the establishment of a liaison relationship (e.g. cooperation agreement, cooperation framework or any other) between these two standardisation organisations. 

In order to introduce the rationale for this proposal, LiPS Forum firstly presents, in this document, its main mission and objectives as a standardisation organisation, as well as the standardisation working activities that it covers.
LiPS Forum is also pleased to attach to this document a slide presentation which provides OMA with further details about LiPS Forum’s structure and ongoing working activities.
Overview of the Linux Phone Standards (LiPS) Forum
The Linux Phone Standards (LiPS) Forum is a standardisation organisation that was founded in November 2005 to help accelerate the adoption of Linux in fixed, mobile and converged devices.

The main objectives of LiPS Forum are to define a standardized software platform which allows applications and services to be deployed across all types of Linux telephony terminals (including mobile, fixed/mobile convergence phone) , fostering interoperability and promoting adoption of Linux

In order to meet these objectives, LiPS Forum is working on the following activities:
a. Standardisation of Application Programming Interfaces Definition of Reference Implementations(APIs) focusing at service layers of Linux-based terminal platforms.

b. Reference implementation

c. Cooperation with other standardisation organisations. 

For example, LiPS Forum is already collaborating with OSDL (Open Source Development Labs) to reduce Linux fragmentation in the mobile space and provide the industry with open, flexible and customizable Linux-based solutions. LiPS Forum started also working with OMTP (Open Mobile Terminal Platform) on the establishment of an official liaison relationship.
The following section details the areas of Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) specified by LiPS and the relationship between some of these APIs and existing OMA Enabler Specifications.

Illustrations of some areas of APIs being specified by the LiPS Forum
The APIs being specified by LiPS Forum are mainly targeting at the higher layers (service layers) of Linux-based platforms, the layers that enable the development and deployment of applications and services by device manufacturers, third party software vendors and operators.
Hence, LiPS Forum is focusing on the standardization of services APIs, such as graphical APIs, telephony services APIs, enabler services APIs (messaging, presence, PIM, voice calling, etc), application management and platform management services APIs, as described below:
Graphical APIs: 
- To provide applications with graphical associated features (User Interface).
Enabler Services APIs : 
- To provide applications with service enablers (such as voice and video call, PIM, log register, messaging, multimedia content handling and browsing capabilities).
Application Management Services APIs: 
- To enable application life-cycle, i.e. downloading, installation, launching, suspending, resuming, termination, removal, update, etc. Security and applications access rights control to the platform services are also addressed.
Platform Management Services APIs: 
- To enable platform configuration, maintenance and software update
The Enabler Services APIs being specified by LiPS are mainly based on OMA Enabler Specifications, including  Device Management, Data Synchronisation, Instant Messaging & Presence and Browsing.

LiPS Forum’s proposal for establishing an official liaison relationship with OMA
LiPS Forum is specifying different APIs based on enablers defined in OMA and some situations will happen in which LiPS will need to liaise with OMA;  for instance LiPS Forum asking guidance or recommendations from OMA about the best ways to analyse and use some parts of existing OMA Enabler Specifications. 

Thus, LiPS Forum kindly requests Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) the establishment of an official liaison relationship  (e.g. cooperation agreement, cooperation framework or any other) with OMA, which will create an efficient channel of communication between our two standardisation organisations.
LiPS Forum wishes to thank OMA for considering this proposal and looks forward to establishing a formal liaison relationship between our organisations.
Haila WANG,
Chairman of Linux Phone Standards Forum
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