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1 Reason for Contribution

This contribution proposes the creation of an informative Architecture Application Notes document. 

2 Summary of Contribution

In the recent past, Architecture WG found itself occasionally in the situation where input contributions where either noted or postponed not because they were architecturally or otherwise technically incorrect, but because consensus could not be reached, for whatever reason, for their content to be included in one of the Architecture Documents normative specifications (e.g. OSE AD, or PEEM AD or IMF AD). At the same time, sometimes such contributions were received with interest by many member companies, and those companies expressed interest in finding a way to preserve this work in a document owned by ARC WG. A recent example is represented by the discussion around contribution 213 reviewed in San Diego, with the resolution on the disposition being postponed for further discussion. See detailed proposal section for more.

3 Detailed Proposal
The proposal is for ARC WG to create and maintain an informative permanent document - “Architecture Application Notes” technical report (or whitepaper) in which Architecture WG will include content of contributions that fall into the category of exploring design, implementation or deployment issues and ideas. The ARC charter, and the WID for OSE do not explicitly mention such technical report, but include wording that allows the group to not limit itself to the specific work quoted. The work is proposed to be performed under WID 89, since this informative document will cover issues related to architectural elements defined in the OSE. The WID 89 states about deliverables covered:

The list of deliverables includes (but is not limited to) the following:

Recommendations for Specification Developers (this deliverable is normative)

OMA Service Environment specification (this deliverable is normative)

Recommendations to other working groups on architectural issues.

Populating the technical report (or whitepaper) could be:

· The result of a direct recommendation by the contribution’s author(s), with the ARC WG agreement OR

· The result of an agreed disposition of the ARC WG to change a contribution’s recommendation

· The result of an agreed ARC WG recommendation to move content between architecture documents

While the process for inclusion remains the same like for any architecture document (the ARC WG needs to agree), we propose that the guidelines for admission into such informative document be the following:

· Content should be deemed applicable/complementary to the ARC WGs normative specifications content (e.g. a design, implementation or deployment related issue or example)

· content should be deemed “interesting” by at least some members

· content should be technically correct (i.e. has not been proven technically incorrect during the review)

· the document (and/or each application note included) will include a disclaimer to ensure that the note is not an Architecture WG endorsement for the use of an explored idea, but rather that the application note is technically viable and is included for educational purpose only, to raise awareness to certain issues.

If agreed, such a technical report or whitepaper would be released periodically (possibly as a new version in conjunction with the release of an Architecture WG specification – e.g. an AD).

The benefits from such a document are multiple:

· a repository for ideas, issues and examples relative to design, implementation and deployment issues

· can be used as a permanent or temporary placeholder

· content could be later used for a draft AD, if later deemed applicable in scope and level of detail

· content from an existing draft AD could be placed in this document, if later deemed no longer in scope or at appropriate level of detail for the AD

· specifications developers, vendors and operators/service provider can all benefit from exploratory details that usually cannot be found in the Architecture Documents

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

The recommendation is for ARC to agree to the creation and maintenance of an ARC WG “Architecture Application Notes” informative technical report (or whitepaper) as described in the Detailed Proposal section of this contribution.
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