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1 Reason for Change

In Chicago, ARC agreed in principle on a number of proposals listed in OMA-ARC-2008-0153R01. This CR recommends 4 changes to the AD Best Practices, to address proposed actions 2, 4, and 6. Proposed action 1 is addressed in a separate CR, proposed actions 7 and 8 will be addressed by separate actions. Proposed actions 3 and 5 were deemed unnecessary.
· Proposed Action 1: Produce a CR to the AD Template recommending that the number of flows should be minimized
· This is addressed by separate CR: OMA-ARC-2008-0197.

· Proposed Action 2: Produce a CR to the AD Best Practices recommending that the number of flows should be minimized
· This is addressed by this CR, in change 1 and 3.

· Proposed Action 3: Produce a CR to the AD Template recommending that the AD should not contain descriptions of interfaces and/or entities that are being re-used. Rather, references should be included.
· During discussions in Chicago, this was deemed too strict. In stead, a change to the AD Best Practices would suffice.

· Proposed Action 4: Produce a CR to the AD Best Practices recommending that the AD should not contain descriptions of interfaces and/or entities that are being re-used. Rather, references should be included.
· This is addressed by this CR, in change 2.

· Proposed Action 5: Produce a CR to the AD Template recommending that the number of deployment, implementation, and/or realization considerations should be minimized, and possibly be moved to a White Paper.
· During discussions in Chicago, it was deemed sufficient to only apply a change to the AD Best Practices.

· Proposed Action 6: Produce a CR to the AD Best Practices recommending that the number of deployment, implementation, and/or realization considerations should be minimized, and possibly be moved to a White Paper.
· This is addressed by this CR, in change 4.

· Proposed Action 7: Submit a New Feature Request. Automatic notifications to AD-DEV should be generated in case the AD development stage takes more than 12 months (either the actual duration exceeds 12 months, or the planned WISPR date exceeds 12 months).
· This will be addressed by a separate New Feature Request.

· Proposed Action 8: As part of the new WISPR management plans, slippages need to be reported to TP. In case the slippage pertains to one of the AD benchmarks, review by ARC should be mandatory.
· This will be addressed by a separate request to TP.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None. Any changes will not be enforced retroactively on already ongoing AD developments.
3 Impact on Other Specifications

None. Any changes will not be enforced retroactively on already ongoing AD developments.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

The recommendation is to accept the proposed changes in a new version of the AD Best Practices.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Guidance on limiting the number of and the detail in flows
5.1 Architecture Documents and the AD Template

Some recommendations regarding the creation and maintenance of OMA’s architecture documents are:

· Always begin with the latest AD template at [TEMPLATES]

· Sections designated as Normative should not contain any Informative subsections

· All interfaces and/or reference points that will be specified in the follow-on specification(s) must be identified and described in the architecture document. See also the section Frequently Asked Questions.

· Interfaces/reference points and message/sequence flows should be shown or documented at a high level so a reader can understand the general functionality. Detailed interface/reference point definitions (e.g. the data type of an interface’s parameter) should not be included in an architecture document. Likewise, message/sequence flows should only cover high level exchanges between components and not detailed options.

· An architecture document must not contain detailed technical information that is better suited for a technical specification.

· Working Groups should consult [ARCH-REVIEW] for a description of the formal and informal AD review process. The Architecture Working Group encourages early and relatively frequent informal reviews.

Change 2:  Guidance on interfaces/reference points not part of this enabler
5.4 Additional considerations

· Specify the components and the interfaces exposed by and specified by the enabler. i.e. the Enabler can only define the I0 interfaces.
· An Enabler A cannot specify interfaces/reference points for another Enabler B that it uses or relies on. Such interfaces/reference points would be specified by Enabler B. Enabler A could specify how it uses the interfaces/reference points of Enabler B, or how it uses I2 interfaces.
· A summary description of the interface/reference point of Enabler B that is being re-used, including a reference, may be included for contextual purposes. The description should be short however, referring the reader to the specification of Enabler B for any of the details.
· If there are no specified or used interfaces/reference points from Components/Enabler to another Component/Enabler then the latter should not be shown in any normative architecture picture, or included in the interface/reference point section. Any interfaces/reference points and components that are not part of the normative sections may be shown in an informative section.
Change 3:  Guidance on limiting the number of and the detail in flows
6.4 How should flows be documented in an AD?

The AD template does not mandate any particular technique, tool or language for documenting flows. However, one option is to use Message Sequence Charts as described in the section Message Sequence Charts (MSC).

Message Sequence Charts are used in several of OMA’s enabler architectures. See [OMA-REL] for a list of Candidate and Approved enabler packages.

In any case, it is recommended to only add a minimum number of flows, which should be very high-level.

Change 4:  Guidance on deployment, realization, and implementation considerations

6.18 Where to document deployment options, realization considerations and/or implementation guidelines?

A description of deployment options, realization considerations and/or implementation guidelines can help to explain the architecture. They are not part of the logical architecture itself though, and can only be considered informative. The AD Best Practices recommends that the number of deployment, implementation, and/or realization considerations should be minimized, and possibly be moved to a separate informative White Paper.
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