OMA-ARC-2009-0120-INP_Discuss_service_broker_NW_agnostic[image: image1.jpg]"sOMaQa

Open Mobile Alliance




Input Contribution

Doc# MA-ARC-2009-0120-INP_Discuss_service_broker_NW_agnosticO
[image: image2.png]Service
Broker

FORUM

Service Brokers

Application Connectivity
Service Interaction

Network Orchestration





Input Contribution



Input Contribution

	Title:
	Material to initiate discussion on network agnostic / cross network service broker
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public       FORMCHECKBOX 
 OMA Confidential

	To:
	ARC 

	Submission Date:
	19 April 2009

	Source:
	Stéphane H. Maes, Oracle
stephane.maes@oracle.com
Ph : +1-203-300-7786

	Attachments:
	n/a
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public       FORMCHECKBOX 
 OMA Confidential

	
	n/a
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public       FORMCHECKBOX 
 OMA Confidential

	
	n/a
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public       FORMCHECKBOX 
 OMA Confidential

	
	n/a
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public       FORMCHECKBOX 
 OMA Confidential

	Replaces:
	n/a


1 Reason for Contribution

This input was requested by OMA ARC Chair after we raised the question of the relationship and boundaries of activities at OMA versus the service broker activity at 3GPP and the newly announced Service Broker Forum.
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution presents initial food for thoughts to generate discussion within the OMA ARC WG aimed at determining if the membership sees an overlap  / interest in these topics and if yes, what would be the best way forward. 
3 Detailed Proposal

3.1 Motivations
We noted the following announcement [1]: http://www.convergedigest.com/voip/voiparticle.asp?ID=27231 that details the creation of the “service Broker Forum” and the associated diagram:


Figure 1 - Diagram on Service Broker forum from [1].
We are also aware of 3GPP activities like:
· SCIM as loosely defined in 3GPP TS 23.002

· 3GPP OSA Service Broker CSF as defined in 3GPP TS 29.198-16, which we believe is now under the OAM auspices?

As far as I know, there were also Telecom (WS) AS activities at 3GPP (CT5?) that seemed to also discuss some of these topics.

3.2 Analysis

A service broker as explained in the different documents cited above can be seen as a service layer enabler that composes network functions and can do so not matter what is the network technology. 

This is in the realm of OMA interest.

In fact, if we pay close attention to the most commonly composed services in legacy networks, they relate to call control. Messaging, charging and media server / Voice Server functions and profile/directory access. Interestingly all are currently the object of OMA enablers:

· Messaging as part of PSA and other messaging enablers

· Call control as part of PSA and the object of the NGSI WID

· Media server / voice server as part of PSA and the object of the NGSI WID

· Charging as part of the charging enabler and PSA

· Profile as part of PSA and the GSSM and ServUserProf enablers.

These enablers per the OSE architecture allow exposure or control or these capabilities in any network for which there is an enabler implementation (via I2).

The PE in the OSE then itself can be seen understood as allowing composition (a la orchestration) of enablers. Any other application can also perform composition. 
One might therefore be tempted to question if OMA / PSA enablers + PE (PEEM) or a composing application are not equivalent to the concept of cross network service brokers…

As also pointed out OSA / Parlay has always had a concept of service broker that was even proposed early at 3GPP with the features described today in [1]…

3.3 Next steps

It seems that it would be valuable to consider these activities as related or overlapping with OMA work.

At the minimum, a liaison with the service broker forum and (may be cc’d) 3GPP seems a good option.

One might also wonder if this is not something that we should encourage these activities to bring to OMA as part of our mission to consolidate the activities and avoid duplications. That may require a WID (related to PSA, NGSI, PEEM etc) and effort to bring the work to OMA… Bringing the work of Parlay to OMA, seems to have increased the need for us to understand the implications of this work with the OSA / Parlay service broker concepts… Our plans to evolve and define the PSA framework in a future release may in fact directly address this… That may be the WID needed as mentioned above.
Other options may exist, besides wait and see…

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation
We recommend that the group discusses the analysis and possible next steps and that we decide on the best way forward.
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