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1. Liaison statement purpose:
OASIS SOA-Tel wants to introduce itself and its affiliation to OASIS Telecom Member Section to OMA, and describe the OASIS SOA-Tel objectives, with the following goals:

· ensure coordination between to-be-identified related activities in OASIS and OMA, to avoid overlap/duplication as well as allow cooperation where mutually beneficial
· inquire about specific OMA on-going activities, with the purpose of soliciting input for OASIS SOA-Tel activities.
Note: a cooperation framework between OASIS and OMA is already in place, and allows for exchanges of documents under the provisions of the agreement.

2. Overview of OASIS Telecom Member Section and SOA-Tel Technical Committee objectives:

2.1 OASIS Telecom Member Section (TMS)
The TMS is committed to bring the full advantages of SOA to the telecommunications industry. Its objective is to promote, host and coordinate affiliated Technical Committees (TCs) to profile and/or enhance existing SOA and Web Service specifications in order to make them fit-for-purpose for telecommunications scenarios. Adoption and marketing activities related to the OASIS TMS objective are also within its scope 

The TMS will support the process of gathering requirements, developing specifications, 
coordinating the work of its affiliated Technical Committees, and provide the governance 
structure to accept and manage funds to serve its work. As standards in this area mature, 
the Member Section may also support adoption and implementation efforts including 
development of test cases, testing procedures, and interoperability testing and 
demonstrations.

2.2 OASIS SOA-Tel TC

This TC plans to identify gaps in standards coverage for using Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) techniques in a telecom environment, particularly for Telecom operators/providers.

Applicability of IT-based SOA techniques is much more complex in the Telecom world, where services and network features are often tightly coupled and vertically integrated. 

. Tight coupling tends to limit the ability of Telecom operators to develop new composite services that span heterogeneous telecommunications networks.

a. Vertical integration reduces visibility and access to services management functions making difficult the automation of operations and business processes across stacks or organizations.. 

Telecom providers/operators want to rapidly create and deploy new services that leverage their infrastructure and give them the ability to generate new revenue streams. Telecom providers/operators need to leverage their infrastructure to better compete in a Web 2.0 environment and service-oriented IT world. Current SOA technologies were designed mostly for IT use cases, and it is feared that they may not be able to support the requirements of Telecom use cases. 

This work focuses on identifying gaps and generates requirements to identify how existing standards can help Telecom providers/operators better compete in this new environment. 

In Web 2.0 and SOA environments, there are mismatches between the requirements of new kinds of experiences (whether enterprise/business or social/personal) and those of the Telecom world.
SOA-Tel plans to deliver the following:

1.  Use Cases and Gap Analysis Document- July 2009 (in progress) 

2. Analysis document for addressing identified issues - November 2009 

3. Requirements document that addresses the issues that are identified in item 1 - November 2009
3. SOA-Tel interest in cooperation with OMA
The Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) has standardized the service layer with a SOA blueprint (OMA Service Environment (OSE)), and that for the service layer 

a) SOA and Policies become key service layer aspects (3rd party exposure, policy enforcement and management, even in network or edge of network policies) 

b) Parlay (which started WS interest for Telecom's with Parlay X) and the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) have now consolidated their interest on SOA for Telecom's in OMA.
There is an understanding that other on-going or under-consideration activities in OMA are already or may also intend to use infrastructure features or expose interfaces using SOA concepts and supporting technologies (e.g. Web Services, REST). A non-exhaustive list includes:

I. Content Management Interface (CMI) version 1.0
II. XML Document Management  (XDM) version 2.1

III. Parlay REST
IV. Next Generation Service Interface (NGSI)

V. Device Management Web Service Interface (DM WSI)

VI. Other?
OASIS TMS is interested in helping ensure SOA-related technologies are satisfying the needs of OMA enablers.

SOA-Tel TC has been created with the precise goal of investigating gaps/limitations in the use of such technologies, in telecommunications services. SOA-Tel TC explicitly has NOT in scope to analyze gaps that could be addressed by new functionality specifications in OMA. However, we believe that for defined features in OMA, if shortcomings in the use of SOA-related technologies are identified, SOA-Tel TC is a good conduit to document and analyze such gaps, and OASIS TMS is a good conduit to then help address such gaps (either by identifying the appropriate OASIS TC, or helping create a specific new affiliated TC).
4. Actions

SOA-Tel TC is kindly requesting OMA to:

1. provide feedback on the SOA-Tel TC objectives, as they relate to OMA activities, and propose ways to collaborate on topics of joint interest. If interested in on-going collaboration, please also provide:

2. provide a summary description and status of OMA activities that use or plan to use SOA-related technologies in-scope for OASIS SOA-Tel TC (e.g. Web Services and REST specifications/ technologies applied in telecommunications services).
3. provide use cases and/or identified gaps and/or identified requirements related to gaps/limitations in the use of SOA-related technologies in-scope for OASIS SOA-Tel TC, if such issues related to OMA Work Items become evident in OMA.

4. notify SOA-Tel TC about intention to address such gaps/limitations in OMA itself, so that SOA-Tel TC and OMA can coordinate and avoid overlap/duplication of activity, if such proposals are pursued in OMA.
5. notify SOA-Tel TC on other similar gaps/limitations that may be brought to OMA attention, even if not directly related to OMA Work Items (e.g. forwarded by other standardization fora, or evidenced as real deployment issues by OMA member companies).  

SOA-Tel TC would appreciate an OMA response addressing actions 1 and 2 above as soon as possible (target April 30th, 2009), followed by the others as they become available in OMA.
Thanks and kind regards,

Michael Brenner, on behalf of:

OASIS SOA-Tel TC

