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1 Reason for Contribution

There is a need to start Network API governance
2 Summary of Contribution

The contribution presents email received by ARC-Officers with respect to OMA APIs project initiated by BoD.
3 Detailed Proposal

Dear ARC Officers, CD Officers,

As you know, the Board of Directors has launched a project that is to put OMA on the rails as a world class SDO for API development for mobile applications and services.  One of the specific issues to be settled in OMA as soon as possible is the "governance" of API development and maintenance. With "governance" we mean more

specifically:

- Avoiding overlap in API functionality across WIs and WGs

- Ensuring that the same design principles are used in APIs across OMA (as we have seen in recent discussions, this is especially important for RESTful APIs)

- Keeping namespaces coherent across all OMA APIs

- Applying the same process (e.g. WI and WG assignment, approval procedures, publication procedures, template use) to all OMA APIs

- Sharing API best practices and naming conventions across WGs

As the owner of most of the current API specifications in OMA, ARC is an obvious source for experience and best practices in the area of API specification, packaging and publication.  However, we are aware that ARC is not the only group that produces APIs. We should therefore also involve other groups that specify APIs and in particular CD, who own most of the device API specifications.

As a first step towards defining API "governance" guidelines for OMA, I propose to start drawing up an inventory of all specific aspects we will have to settle.  We can take the above list as a starting point, but I would like to invite both ARC and CD to make more detailed proposals as to what we need to fix (e.g. namespace, design pattern), based on your experience.

I am thinking that perhaps we should have a short joined session

(ARC-CD-REL) in Sorrento to get this going.  What do you think?

Meanwhile, I would also like to hear your opinions and suggestions as to how to move this forward.  OMA urgently needs a coherent approach towards APIs.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Discuss the different alternatives, and agree to a way forward. This contribution should be noted.
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