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1 Reason for Contribution

Asking for clarifications for CBCS-2.
2 Summary of Contribution

The current CBCS AD still has interfaces, figures and text that are ambiguous. In particular, this is true when it comes to CBCS-2. The detailed section describes the specific issues. Resolving the issues may require either better explanation/justification, or may result in removing the ambiguous content altogether.
3 Detailed Proposal

As defined, the current CBCS-2 is used to manage (create, delete, modify and view) associations between Content and Content signatures (e.g. URIs). Some of the issues with CBCS-2 are the following:

a) It is not clear (no description, or flow) that explains how the Content Categorization component is supposed to use such provisioned associations (created, modified) via such interface.

b) It is not clear (no description, or flow) that explains how the Content Categorization component is supposed to provide or remove such associations.

c) A rationale was given (verbally, during discussions) that this would be used for “bulk provisioning”. If that is indeed the rationale, it is unlikely that an interface would be provided in such way, since it would be very difficult for the Service Provider to control what associations are being provisioned in its own domain. It is much more likely that, if provisioning of such associations is needed, the Service Provider would want to use an interface exposed by an outside external authority on categorization, where the SP could provide as input criteria that would allow the SP to define/filter what associations would be pulled from the external source (e.g. in bulk) and placed in its own internal repositories.

d) Consistent with the previous bullet point, if there is a need for occasional or scheduled bulk provisioning of associations between content and content signatures (e.g. URIs), it is therefore more likely that obtaining such data would be done via a Service Provider policy (e.g. a content categorization rule) that would obtain needed associations through a delegated function. Since such delegated functions can be in a large range of options, it is probably better to leave such interfaces in the category I2.

e) It is not clear (not described, no flow) what interactions or interferences may exist, or may be created by having two interfaces (PEM-2 for managing categorization rules, and CBCS-2 for managing associations of content to content signatures) which both may have as an end result provisioning some SP repositories.
f) In conclusion, we believe that CBCS-2 is currently not sufficiently explained and justified to support it being part of the CBCS specification, While there may be a valid use for such an interface, the way it is used, and its implications need to be clear and not left to multiple possible interpretations, in particular since this affects normative portions of the document. Affected normative sections include 5.2 (figure 1), section 5.3.2 (Content Categorization Component description), section 5.3.6 (CBCS-2 description), 5.4.5 (Flows, figure and text).

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

The recommendation is to open an action item to either clarify/justify the CBCS-2 use, or remove/change the text appropriately. It is recommended that champions of this interface be identified and assigned the action item. In case a champion for the AI cannot be identified, the authors of this contribution may volunteer to take on the removal of the interface and other needed text changes as suggested.
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